
 

  

April 2020 

Plymtree Parish News 

Whilst we follow govt. guidance during this pandemic: “social distancing” 
does not need to mean social isolation. Pick up the phone and give your loved 

ones, friends and neighbours a call; send a text message; write a card.   
If you can, use technology to connect. 

Stay safe Plymtree 
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MAGAZINE CONTACTS 
 

Editorial Team 

Jackie Crowe  Michelle Penman  

William Lines  June Vellacott 
 

Advertising Helen Purves 
 

Distribution & General Enquiries 

Barbara Gaskell 277368 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Business Adverts 11 months from June 
(and pro rata at other times) 
£20 per 1/8th page landscape 9cm by 6.5cm 
£40 per 1/4 page landscape 18cm x 6.5cm 
£40 per 1/4 page portrait 9cm x 13cm 

Contact Helen Purves  
01884 277425 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES 
 
Church, Charities, announcements & items of Plymtree 
local interest will be included for free.  Please submit as 
Word or RTF documents, not PDF. 

Advertisements are restricted to A5 landscape size and 
must be submitted as an image (TIFF or PNG) file, not 
PDF. 

Other announcements (and a second month for a charity 
advert) cost £5 each and should be submitted as to 
email: plymtreeparishmag@gmail.com 

Please contact Barbara Gaskell 01884 277368 
for payment. 

This is your magazine. please do contribute. 

PLYMTREE INFORMATION  
 

Alterations by the 10th of the month to  
June Vellacott 277329  
e-mail: junemidbeer@gmail.com  

May 2020 magazine  

deadline 
 

Friday 17th April 2020 

Buses:  
 

 
The Honiton Bus 694, then goes on to Cullompton.  
The public are no longer allowed to make use of the school buses. 

  
Leaves 
Plymtree 

Arrives 
Honiton 

Arrives 
Exeter 

Leaves 
Honiton 

Leaves 
Exeter 

Arrives 
Plymtree 

Tuesday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

Wednesday 09.27   10.30   13.15 14.10 

Friday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

Saturday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

 

Plymtree Parish News 
accepts no liability for: 

 

Any claims made by the advertiser; 
 

Any opinion expressed in articles which may be 
those of the author but not necessarily those of the 

editorial team. 

 
 
 
 

 Viruses are contagious. 
So is panic. 

Fear. 
Hysteria. 

Calm. 
Love. 

Enthusiasm. 
Kindness. 

Joy. 

Choose wisely  
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It’s taken a nasty virus to finally get me to introduce myself in the magazine! 
 
I’m Rev’d Jane Penn and just before Christmas I was licenced to the Mission Community as a part 
time associate priest, with Rev’d John Hayhoe, the rector being in charge I have been given special 
responsibility for Plymtree and Broadhembury, where I live in The Rectory.  
 

With public worship suspended and social contact being kept to a minimum John and I are both finding 
new ways to love and support our communities. Do check out the Dunkeswell mission community 
website for the most up to date news of what we’re up to, for example John has been posting a 
YouTube thought for the day for you to think about. 
 

I am planning for as long as government regulations permit to engage in some prayer walking and to 
catch up with as many people as possible by telephone.  
 

My prayer walks will begin at about 10am and the idea is that I will walk prayerfully in the villages and 
their surrounds for at least an hour, I’m happy to have a conversation from a safe distance with anyone 
who’s out and about or just a wave as we pass. The days are as follows. Thursday – Broadhembury; 
Friday – Plymtree; Sunday – Kerswell. 
 

Now I need your help because I’m so new I haven’t built up any kind of contact list, if you’d like to have 
a chat or know someone who’d appreciate a call please get in touch and don’t be shy about it. We can 
talk about anything, some people have the idea that because I’m a priest I can only talk about spiritual 
things, whilst I can offer spiritual support, I’m just as happy to tell you how my hens are getting on and 
hear about your dodgy plumbing, the joys of having the children at home or the loneliness of being 
stuck at home etc. 
 

You can get in touch with me by phone 01404 841523 or email revjane@dunkeswell.org.uk  
 

Two brief reflections. 
1) As I left Luppitt church last Sunday I heard the frogs singing then when I got home noticed the 

big fat buds on my tree just beginning to burst open and it reminded me that in the midst of our 

difficulties and anxiety over corona virus, the whole of creation is singing God’s praise. 

2) It’s been wonderful to see our communities pulling together and supporting each other in so 

many ways, well done all, let’s keep it up. 

Wishing you every blessing 
Jane 

United Reformed Church Services for April 2020. 
 

We have taken the decision with the advice of URC Synod to suspend services until further notice.  
We are a friendly and welcoming congregation and would love to see you at any of our services in the 
future. For  information about our services please contact Bernadette Guscott on 01884 277389.  

2020 Magazine subscriptions are due.   
Subscriptions remains at £6 for the year, please give to your delivery person or Barbara 
Gaskell at 6 Tyes Orchard. 
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Between now as I write this article  and when you read it a great deal will have changed in 
England with behaviour around the Covid19 pandemic. I can’t avoid referring to it now, as it is so 
important, but I do know that the situation today will not be that in over two weeks time. 

 
As I write we are receiving advice that appears to be different from that being given to our 

friends in Europe and I have no idea what that advice will have become. I would suggest however 
that the general line of action we should be taking in mid March should be exactly the same as in 
early April. We should be mitigating the risks – the risks will change but our action in the face of 
them should be the same.  

 
Avoiding risk is something I have done throughout my various careers in the context of the 

task in hand – as an Army officer I was responsible for the soldiers under my command and 
whether in barracks, on exercise or when on operations we had a job to do, my responsibility was 
to complete the task or mission and mitigate the risks. When I became a builder I was in an 
environment where health and safety were absolutely key, just as they are in farming. As an 
offshore sailor I was again in a dangerous environment and safety of myself and fellow crew was 
paramount. The Covid19 pandemic in this context is little different and, importantly, just as with 
the Army, construction and sailing is not something we are in alone. There is so much we can do 
to safeguard ourselves, but much more importantly there is so much we can do to safeguard 
those around us.  

 
As a Christian it is my duty love others as instructed by Jesus - you shall love your neighbour 

yourself and As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  In today’s context loving myself 
includes avoiding all risks to myself, loving my neighbour means just the same; loving one another 
as Jesus loved us just amplifies this. We must look after each other. 

 
The other major risks facing us today are not in front of us in the same way – these are risks 

others are facing are on Pacific islands, in central Africa quite sharply and at home in a much more 
muted way. We can and should be doing everything we can to mitigate the very real risks of 
Climate Change. As a nation we aspire to become carbon neutral by 2050, the Church of England 
has recently set a date of 2030 to do the same.  This is not just a responsibility of government or 
the church – as with the pandemic this is our responsibility and we can all take action. Do you 
need to go on holiday abroad or could you go to Carnarvon or the Isle of Skye? Do you really need 
a 2 litre all wheel drive vehicle, farmers do but do you? Do you need to buy food that has 
travelled across the world like blueberries from Chile. We are surrounded by risk – we all have to 
take responsibility for mitigating them. 
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PLYMTREE CHURCH NEWS 
 

This is the second version of the Church News which has been put together for the April magazine.  Nevertheless, it 

will probably be out of date by the time that the magazine is distributed. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers at this time are with everyone whose lives and routine are very much caught up with the 

Coronavirus pandemic.  Developments seem to occur on a daily basis and, as with the whole of society, the church is 

having to cope with the situation.  We are all trying to follow the advice and guidance that we are given and there 

will inevitably be changes and modifications to our activities in the coming month. 
 

You are probably aware that all of our Church services and activities have “paused” for the time being.  This is in line 

with the direction given by the Church of England.  None of us could have imagined a month ago that we would be in 

this position.  
 

Those people who have attended services recently will know that as a safety measure we stopped sharing wine at 

Communion and precautions were taken with regards to hygiene and social distancing.  Sadly, it is very likely any 

festive services for Easter will not be happening this year. 
 

It is our intention that the church will be open daily for personal prayer and reflection.  Please do feel welcome to 

take time and to think and pray inside the church or in the churchyard.  Can we remind you  to follow the guidance 

about hygiene, to wash hands, use steriliser, to wear gloves and to practise social distancing. 
 

However, the Church is not a building, it is the people.  Although we are not able to meet together in the building, 

our individual faith, prayer and service continues.  The Archbishops and Bishops are encouraging us to seek new ways 

of “being church”.  The Dunkeswell Mission Community website  https://www.dunkeswell.org.uk/ 

and the Facebook page www.facebook.com/sixworshiptogether both contain regular updates.  Rector John Hayhoe is 

posting a daily “Thought for the Day” on Youtube and this can be accessed from either of the links above. 
 

The Revd Jane Penn is keen to be able to keep in contact with parishioners, especially any who are in need, lonely, 

worried or unsure.  Last year a number of people gave permission for the Church to hold their details and Jane has 

that information.  If you would like Jane or others from the Church to keep in contact, please let us or Jane know – 

contact details are on the inside cover of this magazine.  There are blank copies of the data protection forms in the 

Church if you would prefer to complete one of them with your details and then pass it on to either of us. 
 

One of the things which will not be happening is the Annual Church Meeting. The Annual Report has been prepared 

and should be displayed in Church in April for people to read.  In particular we would like to thank Sarah Morgan who 

has once again carried out the role of Church Treasurer and has produced the accounts.  For your information, some 

main points of the report are: 
 

A brief summary of the main points of our annual report for 2019 are below: 

 The Church Council met on 7 occasions during the year. 

 There were 38 parishioners on the electoral roll.  The average church attendance was 14, with many more on 

special occasions.  In 2019 there were five weddings, one baptism and one funeral. 

 At the end of the year we welcomed the Revd Jane Penn as Associate Priest to assist Rector John Hayhoe and 

we continue to work together with the other five parishes in our Mission Community. 

 Services were held every week and Plymtree School meets for worship on Thursday mornings in term time. 

 Guidelines for safeguarding procedures and risks have been followed along with data protection strategies. 

 There has been appropriate work to the fabric of the building, notably the painting and repair of rainwater 

goods and the conservation of the tower statue and stonework on the tower and porch.   



 

6 

On the financial side: 

 Basic outgoings of the church were £17,048, or £328 a week.  The largest single item was the Common Fund 

which goes towards the cost of the clergy and other expenses of the Church of England - we paid £8368 to the 

Diocese.  The annual cost of insurance was £2,420   

 £8,791 was received though planned giving and church collections.   Other main sources of funding came from 

Gift Aid refunds (£3,504), magazine receipts, wedding and funeral fees and our Church Gift Day (£2,630).  

Generous contributions were also received from Plymtree Country Fayre for fabric work  and from Peter Wylie 

for the conservation of the tower statue.   Further donations were also made by several friends of Margaret 

Willmington to enable a memorial bench to be placed in the churchyard in her memory. Thank you all for all 

your contributions. 

The coming weeks and months will be challenging for all of us as we face difficulties, expense and worry.  It is 

reassuring to know that Plymtree is such a caring, supportive and loving community.  Please do not hesitate to make 

use of the list of Church contacts on the inside cover if you need support or if you would like to offer support.   

Thank you and God bless. 

Alan Barnett and Bill Luttman (Churchwardens) 

Plymtree Community Shop 

We’ve probably now all remarked that we live in interesting times. Certainly, the shop 
committee is looking at unfamiliar patterns of sales, stocking and responses to customer 
needs. We will be doing all that we can to support our community and ask that those who 
are available and not confined to isolation also help us. The letter sent to all households in the parish 
indicates what we will try to do, but please ask via the contact email villagehub@plymtreeshop.uk or phone 
07396 241642 if you would like us to do more. 

Please ask Paul, the manager, if there are goods that you think we should have available that you would 
routinely purchase – he will try to respond to sensible requests, though stock levels at our suppliers are 
uncertain. 

The Shop will continue running for normal hours as long as practicable. The manager and staff are taking all 
reasonable steps to maintain a hygienic environment, following Government and NHS guidance. As you will 
know, this is mostly about trying to prevent the NHS from being overloaded by too many people all sick at 
the same time. 

To support us in providing this public service to the residents of our village, and to passers-by, PLEASE: 

 DO NOT ENTER IF YOU ARE UNWELL. Knock for staff to come to the door for you.  

 All customers sanitise their hands before entering and after leaving the shop if they have the means 

(hopefully hand-sanitising gel will become widely available soon) 

 Maximum of 2 customers in the shop at once, and only one person under 18 years old.  

 Customers use a basket to gather your goods 

 Customers do not touch any goods except those you are purchasing 

 Customers put fruit and vegetables into brown bags to pass to the counter staff for weighing.  

 Exit via back door 

Please do not bulk buy – the counter staff are authorised to refuse to sell excessive quantities of goods to 
any customer. 
Thank you to everyone for your support and cooperation. 
William Lines on behalf of the Shop Management Committee 
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A letter to all Plymtree Residents 
from the Parish Council 

and the Plymtree Community Shop 

COVID-19 – How We May Help Each Other 

The government’s restrictions on our movements and activities as it tries to manage the 

burden on the NHS will affect many people locally. We would like to co-ordinate the efforts of 

people who may offer to assist and those who may seek assistance. 

All information about our activities can be found on the village website 

www.plymtree.org.uk  

We have set up a single email address VillageHub@plymtreeshop.uk to which we 

invite offers of and requests for assistance. There is also a single phone number 07396 

241642 where you can leave an answerphone message. Messages will be checked at least 

daily. 

If you are self-isolating because you fit in one of the government categories (age over 70, 

underlying health condition, unwell, etc.) please contact us by email or phone to let us know, 

giving your name, address, phone number, number of people in the household, and any 

specific requests such as wanting a delivery service from the shop. 

Plymtree Community Shop is offering a delivery service for the goods it can supply (see 

guidance overleaf) to those who are self-isolating or quarantined. We would appreciate the 

offer of volunteers to help in the shop and with this service (contact us via one of the 

methods above, even if you have already told someone you wish to volunteer). Anyone 

wanting to receive deliveries is requested to download and complete a copy of our order 

form from www.plymtree.org.uk/shoporderform and then email it back to the shop. If you 

don’t use email then please phone the number above to request some copies of the form 

and we will deliver them to you. PLEASE DO NOT PHONE THE SHOP TO PLACE AN ORDER. 

Once the form is completed you should phone us to collect it and make your delivery.  

We will request normal payment for all goods and will accept cash, debit/credit card payment 

over the phone, online bank payments or, as a last resort, cheques. 

Requests for assistance with collecting medical supplies and prescriptions should be made by 

email or phone to the address/number shown above. 

The Blacksmiths Arms, our village pub, will be offering a takeaway meal service and, for self-

isolators in Plymtree only, a meal delivery service 4pm-8pm Tuesday – Saturday and 12pm–

2pm Sundays. See the website www.blacksmithsplymtree.co.uk or contact them on 277474 

for details and ordering. 
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Plymtree Community Shop 

We can supply the following types of goods – please phone 277920 to ask if you need more detail, but 

please do not place an order by phone – use the order form (see www.plymtree.org.uk/shoporderform): 

Dairy (Milk, butter, cream, cheese) 

Bakery (Bread, rolls, cakes, buns) 

Eggs 

Meat 

Vegetables 

Dry goods (Flour, sugar, home baking, canned food, biscuits, tea, coffee, sauces) 

Snacks (pasties, sausage rolls, crisps) 

Ready meals and frozen food 

Chocolate and other sweets 

Soft drinks (orange juice, coke, lemonade) 

Alcoholic drinks (wine, beer, cider, spirits) 

Medical and toiletries (paracetamol, ibuprofen, cough mixture and other over-the-counter medical 

goods) 

Household goods (Tissues, toilet paper, cleaning materials, firelighters, batteries) 

Stationery (stamps, envelopes, tape, cards) 

Newspapers and magazines 

Pet food  
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AFTER 8 CLUB 

Our speaker for the March meeting was from the fire service talking on Home Fire Safety. Although the 
number of members attending were much reduced due to the Coronavirus we still had an interesting 
meeting. Many fires in the home are caused by the use of scented candles, and chip pans. The fire service 
can provide free home visits to assess the fire risk in the home and can also replace smoke detectors free of 
charge Smoke detectors with batteries should be changed after 10 years. 
 
PANCAKE RACES.  
The annual pancake races were held on the 29th February and luckily the showers held off until after the 
pancake races,on the tennis court,had finished. We then adjourned to the village hall for the coffee morning. 
Thank you to all who organised the event and to all who came to support it. 
The sum raised was £225  51p  which will be donated to charity. 

 
For the foreseeable future the monthly After 8 meetings have been cancelled due to the Corona Virus. We 
will resume again when we get the all clear.  

Plymtree  and  District  Gardening  Club 
 
Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus, we had to cancel our AGM and Spring Flower Show and we are not 
sure when we will be able to resume our meetings again. 
Our programme for the year that had been arranged is as follows: 
 
April 16th :  Talk about Knightshayes 
May 21st :  Outing to Hutswell Farm near Tiverton 
June 18th :  Plants for shade 
July 23rd :  Barbecue 
July 28th : Mystery Trip 
September 17th :  Trees 
October 15th :  Water, water everywhere 
November 19th :  Organic Gardening 
December 3rd :  Christmas Dinner 
 
At this stage, it looks unlikely that the April and May meetings will go ahead.  
Keep well.  
                                                                                   Chris Ayles   

CHURCH FLOWERS AT EASTER 

The Church Flower Arrangers  would like to be able to create a limited floral display in the 
Church at Easter.  This is the normal practice at this time of the year.  

 If this is going to be possible the team will be in touch nearer to Easter, but any actual 

arranging will need to follow current advice about contact and social distancing etc. 



 

10 

Blacksmiths Arms - Plymtree 
 

Take Out Menu – Order by Phone and Collect 
Or 

If you are self-isolating in Plymtree we will endeavour to deliver outside 

your front door.  Please give as much notice as possible. Payment can be 

made by card over the phone. 

 

Pizzas Margherita - Cheese and Tomato £8.50 

12 inch Hawaii  - Ham and Pineapple £9.50 

  Fungi – Mushrooms, Mozzarella & Oregano £9.50    

  Meat - Chicken and Chorizo £10.50 

Beef Burger in a bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50 

  Options of Cheese and Bacon £1.00 

Vegan Burger in bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50 

Fish and Chips with homemade Tartar Sauce £12.90 

Whole Tail Scampi and Chips with Tartar Sauce £9.90 

Steak and Ale Pie with Baked Potato or Chips £10.90 

Beef Lasagne with Chips or Garlic Bread £9.90 

Chicken, Bacon & Mayo Baguette with Chips £7.90 

Roast Chicken with Chips - Whole £12.90 / Half £8.90 

Extras – Garlic Bread £2.00, Cheesy Garlic Bread £2.50  

Chips - small £2.00 / large £3.50 

Children  

Chicken Nuggets & Chips £5.90 / Fish Fingers & Chips £4.90 

Crisps, Nuts, Chocolate and take out drinks also available. 

Available Spring 2020 4pm – 8pm Tuesday to Saturday and 

Sunday lunch time.  Telephone 01884 277474 
 

Subject to change depending on availability & government advice! 
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Suggestion of Best Buys at Plymtree Shop 
Price check with Tesco March 2020 

 

 Plymtree Tesco 
General Household 

Fairy Washing Up Liquid  £1.25 £1.25 

4 x Andrex Toilet Rolls £2.50 £2.50 

Dishwasher Tablets (for18) £1.29 £3.00 (for 30) 

Mr Sheen Polish £1.00  £1.30 

4 x Paper Towel £1.39 £2.20 - Tesco 

Bottle of Bleach £0.50 £0.39 -Tesco  

 
Basics 

Milk 1 pint £0.55 £0.50 - Tesco 

Milk 4 pints semi £1.65 £1.10 – Tesco  

Utterly Butterly 500g £1.89 £1.60 -Tesco 

Brue Valley Farm 200g £2.10 £1.49 – Tesco 250g 

Tea Bags Typhoo 40 £1.00 £1.00 -Tetley 

Coffee 90g £1.00 £1.50 -Tesco 100g 

Eggs large free range £1.45 £1.50-Tesco Happy Eggs 

Organic Porridge Oats 1Kg £1.55 £1.60 -Tesco 750g 

Chopped Tin Tomatoes £0.55 £0.55 -Tesco 

Birds Eye Fish Fingers x10 £1.00 £1.20 -Tesco x 10 

Frozen Mixed Veg 500g £1.00 £0.79 – Tesco 

Pizza assorted £2.50 £1.50-3.50 – Tesco 

 
Plus a great selection of daily delivered bread/rolls etc from Crusty Cob Bakers – at the same 
price as their Honiton shop.  
 
Greetings cards from £1.49 and Toiletries from 99p 
 
Items shown in italics are actually cheaper or same price as comparison 
 
Could you spend £10 weekly shop to support your community shop? 
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SOME GLEAMS OF BRIGHTNESS IN DARK AND BEWILDERING DAYS? 

The other day I heard my first chiffchaff, a sure sign of Spring! Now I hear them every day. 

And on that lovely day of warm sunshine last Monday, I was lucky enough to be able to go to Branscombe, a 
favourite springtime haunt. After this long, grey, wet and muddy winter it was like entering a new world, like 
sunrise in the Garden of Eden, light and colour everywhere; in the distance a brilliantly blue sea in the V of 
the steeply sloping valley sides and near at hand wild daffodils and primroses scattered everywhere. 

It's not necessary to leave Plymtree, of course, to see the returning colour - our gardens are full of it - 
anemonies, grape hyacinths, hellebores, scillas, fritillaries and again primroses and daffodils, the cultivated 
sorts this time. I've watched the magnolia down the road, its buds growing fatter and fatter day by day - and 
then the full flowering. Spring does provide a counterbalance to the glooms and anxieties of the 
extraordinary situation we find ourselves in. 

 

And then there's poetry: for some reason some lines from a poem I studied at school - Browning's 'Saul' - 
come to mind. It's a long narrative poem about the ancient king of Israel and the shepherd boy, David. It 
gives a vivid evocation of a tormented Saul in the depths of some sort of depressive mania and the young 
David summoned to play to him on his harp in order to soothe him. Nervously at first, envisaging scene after 
peaceful scene - his sheep coming into the fold,.reapers getting in the harvest - he plays on and on; then 
come these lines which for some reason have remained with me ever since:- 

How good is man's life, the mere living! 

how fit to employ 

All the heart and the soul and the senses, 

for ever in joy! 

 

At length Saul's darkness does lift and he comes back to himself. 

 

Last, but not least, there is the concern and care already being shown to each other by our villagers here, 
including our Parish Church taking upon itself to check up on those, especially the more ancient of us, living 
alone, and our Village Shop, pledging to keep open as long as possible (most of its volunteers are beyond 
retirement age) and making plans to deliver supplies to those unable to get out. 

Makes you think - what an invaluable asset we have in our shop and how different things would have been 
had the community never come together to get it going! We owe a big thankyou to all the volunteers, to 
Paul,our manager, to Janet our postmistress and the Committee. The best way of showing our thanks? 
Doesn't take much to work that one out!! 

Heather Wheeler 



 

13 

Adult colouring requires modest attention and has become a popular form of relaxation for many (though not every 
one enjoys this). Whilst the govt. restricts our movement why not grab a pencil, or if you have them, some colouring 
pencils and give it go. 
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Plymtree Countrytots Baby & Toddler Group 
For the time being we have closed Countrytots to keep all our parents and little ones safe. We anticipate 
that we will remain closed for at least the duration that the schools are closed, updates will be posted on 
our Facebook page. We know it can be really tough being at home with small children, even without self-
isolations and social distancing to contend with, so whilst we can't offer you the group at the moment we 
would urge anyone who needs a friendly ear or assistance with shopping etc to contact us via the Facebook 
page. We hope to see you back in the village hall soon. 

Planned VE Celebrations 
In line with all other events this has been cancelled. As it was due to happen , at the playing fields, on the 
8th May it will not be rescheduled.  
 Sue Tidball  

“Sing together! Sing happy! Sing well!” 
 

Choirwox 2020 West Country Festival of Singing —POSTPONED until  Sunday 02 May 2021 
www.choirworx.org.uk  

Cats Protection has to paws our volunteering for a little while. Still here to offer advice and support on 

01884 277929 and 01404 45241. In an emergency please contact your vet.  
 
National Cat Centre can provide appropriate emergency advice on 03000 12 12 12 
 
Take care of yourselves and loved ones.  

Found  

A hat  (not cat! )  found in Plymtree. If  you’ve lost  one call 01884 277587.  

The Wyndham Singers Spring Concert with special guest  Classic Sounds 

(The sublime sound of Paul Roberts on solo  violin) 

St. Andrew’s Church, Cullompton Saturday April 4th 7:00pm —POSTPONED 
standrewscullompton.com (see link on website) 

Do you remember? 
 I know there are a few of us who may remember what was happening at the 
end of the war – 75    years ago in May.  Would you write and tell us your 
memories please?    

 
We would love to read about them in the magazine.  If you are shy you need not add your 
name, and if you don’t like computers you can post your writings through my door.  Your 
memories need to be with us by April 17th – either through the normal email 
(plymtreeparishmag@gmail.com) or to me at 6 Tyes Orchard. 

Barbara 

http://www.choirworx.org.uk/
mailto:plymtreeparishmag@gmail.com
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Plymtree Country Fayre & Horse Show 

When I wrote my last report for the February edition of the magazine, I had no idea how things would 
change in the space of two months.  We all face huge challenges in the weeks and months ahead and 
thoughts of the Fayre and Horse Show seem rather unimportant. 
 

Having said that, we will get through this pandemic and normal life will return at some stage.  Whether 
that will happen in time for us to plan and hold the Fayre and Horse Show safely in 2020 remains to be 
seen; the Devon Show has already been postponed until the days running up to August Bank Holiday 
Monday (not the best of timing for us!) but even that may be optimistic. 
 

For the moment, committee meetings and planning for the Fayre and Horse Show are on hold; we will do 
everything possible to enable the event to take place (even if in a reduced form) but we cannot risk large 
debts associated with a late cancellation. 
 

Although we may be unable to raise funds for Village activities this year, many of us can turn our voluntary 
efforts to supporting our friends and neighbours through this crisis, particularly those who are at higher 
risk from the virus.  I know that plans are underway to ensure food supplies from the Community Shop and 
there will be communications about this and other support packages in this edition of the Parish News. 
 

For now I can only wish you the best of health and hope that we can still all enjoy the Fayre and Horse 
Show in 2020.  Keep safe! 
 

Michael Gammage, for the Plymtree Country Fayre and Horse Show Organising Committee 
www.plymtree.org.uk/country-fayre-and-horse-show ; www.facebook.com/PlymtreeCountryFayre/ 
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Weather Report – February 2020 and Winter 2019/20 

 
February opened with four days of changeable weather, then high pressure briefly moved across the country between the 5th and 

7th bringing settled weather with sunshine and frosty nights to many central and southern counties.  The rest of the month was 

windy and exceptionally wet, with rain frequently moving in from the west and south-west and giving large totals.  Storm Ciara on 

the 9th and Storm Dennis on the 15th brought exceptional rainfall totals to much of the country, and it was also very wet on the 

28th.  In between the rain belts, there were brighter spells and blustery showers, and the showers were wintry at times, especially in 

the north, but any lying snow on low ground was short-lived. Over England the mean temperature for February was provisionally 

2.1 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term average, but it was not as warm as February 2019. It was the wettest February since records 

began in 1862, with 258% of the long-term average. Except in East Anglia and coastal parts of the northeast, most places had over 

200% of the average, with over 300% in some places. Sunshine was 107% of average, and it was generally cloudier than normal in 

the west, but sunnier than normal in the east. Over South West England and South Wales as a whole, rainfall was well above 

average (1981-2010) at 236% and sunshine totals were below average at 88%. 

Over the UK as a whole the meteorological winter 2019/20 (Dec Jan and Feb) was notably milder than average, and broadly 

unsettled, though with a few interludes of quieter weather. February was particularly wet and stormy, and included three named 

storms, with widespread high rainfall totals and associated impacts. Frosts were fewer than average, and, although there were some 

snowfalls in certain areas, these were of limited severity. Overall this was the fifth mildest winter since records began in 1884 and 

the fifth wettest since 1862. December 2019 saw maximum, minimum and mean temperatures all averaging out to between 1 and 

1½ degrees above the seasonal normal in most areas. Temperatures were below average at the beginning of December and again 

around mid-month, but otherwise generally on the mild side. Most of January was warmer than average, with only brief colder 

spells; monthly-mean temperatures were 2.0 °C above average, making it provisionally the sixth warmest January since records 

began in 1884. February was again predominantly mild, particularly for England and Wales, with a UK monthly mean temperature 

1.4 °C above average. December rainfall totals were broadly unremarkable, though East Anglia and southern England were wetter 

than average; overall the UK had 116% of average rainfall. January was also unremarkable overall, rather wet in north-west 

Scotland but drier than average in north-east England, eastern Scotland and Northern Ireland; the UK overall had 100% of average 

rainfall for the month. Rainfall totals were well above average virtually everywhere in February, with many places recording more 

than three times the average, and it was the wettest February (and fifth wettest of any month) since records began in 1862; the UK 

figure was 237% of average. Western areas of Britain were a little duller than average in December but many other areas were 

rather brighter. January was much duller than average for the western side of Scotland and for north-west England, but brighter in 

some eastern counties of England and Scotland. February was broadly dull in the west and brighter in the east. Sunshine totals for 

the UK overall were 113% of average in December, 94% of average in January, and 104% of average in February.  

[Information in these paragraphs were published by the Met Office].  
 

In Plymtree February was a very wet and often windy month. It was also generally very mild with no air frosts recorded. The total 

rainfall I measured for the month was 167.7mm, making it the wettest February since February 2014, when 178.1mm was recorded. 

The average (1981-2010) at Dunkeswell Airfield is 82.7mm. This means that we received 203% of the Dunkeswell average. The 

wettest day of February was the 15th with 20.0mm. There were 23 rain days (rainfall ≥ 1mm), which compares to an average of 11.9 

days for Dunkeswell and only 4 days with no measurable rainfall. Some of the showers that occurred were of a wintry nature but no 

snow was recorded. Thunder was also heard in the early hours of the 13th. The total winter (Dec, Jan and Feb) rainfall I recorded 

was 399.3mm which compares to an average of 316.4mm at Dunkeswell or 126% of average. The highest temperature I recorded 

during February was 13.7°C on the 23rd. The highest temperature of the winter was 13.9°C recorded on the 14th January. The lowest 

temperature for February was 0.5°C on the 28th. The lowest temperature of the winter was -4.2°C recorded on the 20th January. The 

strongest wind during February occurred during the afternoon of the 9th when a gust of 53.9mph was recorded in association with 

storm Ciara. This was also the strongest wind for the winter as a whole.   

   Mike Ayles 
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Friends of Plymtree School Update 
 
 
I am writing this in rather strange times; last night we were told that Friday 20th March would be most 
children's last day at school for an indefinite period of time. However, FOPS will continue to work in the 
background, so that when children are allowed back to school we will be in the best position to 
support them. 
 
There hasn't been a huge amount of fundraising going on this term and we have had to postpone our main 
event, the Easter Bingo. As a committee we have decided to allocate an amount of money to refurbishment 
of the playground and school; at this stage we are not in a position to carry out the fantastic designs first 
proposed, but we are attempting to work with what we have and improve our outside area and the school 
hall. 
 
We are hoping that over the Easter Break, the school hall will be repainted. We have a subcontractor ready 
to do the work, Covid-19 sanctions depending! We have been very fortunate that the Parish Council 
discussed our re-painting work at their last meeting and Councillor Iain Chubb was in attendance. He agreed 
to give us a small grant from his Locality Budget Funding to assist with the cost of this, which we have 
since received. We are so grateful for this assistance. 
 
The outside area has had a lot of work done by parent volunteers over recent weekends. FOPS would 
especially like to thank Daryl Spicer and Sean Parker for giving up their time to jet wash the plastic school 
roofing and some of the outdoor areas. The wooden train will be treated and the wheel panels resprayed as 
soon as possible. The school should also soon be in receipt of a new 'Buddy Bench' which has been made 
out of reclaimed wood and is being donated by Earthouse Building Conservation. We are planning to order 
some new outdoor seating and some music panels for the lower playground. We will also be taking down 
the yurt when we have some dry weather and sending it away to be cleaned and weather-shielded.  
 
Honiton Lions Club have very kindly donated a huge Easter Egg and Sarah Hume has kindly been selling 
squares. Once all 100 squares have been sold a winner of the egg will be drawn. We also had another 
successful Bags 4 School collection which raised £64.00. 
 
More generally the children had a lovely time on 5th March dressing up for World Book Day - they were 
invited to dress as any character from a book and there were some great costumes. You may also have seen 
some of the children cycling around the village in their hi-vis vests this month; some of Pine Class 
completed their Bikeability training, to help them be alert on the roads and stay safe on their bikes. 
 
We would like to finish by saying a huge thank you to all the teachers, support staff and volunteers at 
Plymtree who have worked tirelessly throughout this tough and unprecedented time and wish everyone the 
best whilst they are off school and over the Easter break. 
 
 
 
FOPS 100 CLUB RESULTS - MARCH 2020 WINNERS 

 
Promoter: Rowan Pettitt, 2 Tyes Cottages, Plymtree, Nr Cullompton Devon EX15 2JS  
Registered under the Lotteries Act with East Devon District Council No. SL0047 
 
 
 

 

Place Share 
Number 

Prize Winner 

1ST 78 £20 Roger Roberts 

2ND 34 £15 Charlotte Gibbins 

3RD 94 £10 Chris & Becky Grant 

4TH 75 £5 Rachel Diamond 
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PLYMTREE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) MEETING – 3rd March 2020 

Full draft minutes are available on the Plymtree Village website and village noticeboards 

 
Local resident Mel Fryer attended and reported back as requested on the new Terracycle recycling initiative 
begun 3 months ago. This has been judged to very successful with significant quantities of recycling 
produced (over and above the scheme provided by EDDC). There had been explanatory articles in the 
February and March editions of the Parish Magazine. Clearly labelled boxes are now provided. The PC 
thanked Ms Fryer for her efforts and fully endorsed continuation of the scheme. She requested and was 
granted modest funds to allow purchase of more suitable boxes for the shelter (approximately £100).  
 
Miss Heather Wheeler (resident) attended to discuss the pending Mid Devon DC planning application for a 
solar farm at Langford. She indicated that the earliest likely date for the postponed planning meeting is 1st 
April. Miss Wheeler requested attendance of a representative of the PC at the meeting (to which it is likely a 
formal invitation will be forthcoming). The topic was discussed at some length. Cllr Stride provisionally 
agreed to represent the PC (which had previously formally submitted its response) at the meeting. 
  
DC Cllr Chubb attended and summarised recent Devon County Council (DCC) activity. He reported that 
DCC had recently completed its budget setting which reflected a slight increase in spending. He reported 
the formation of a councillor-advocate scheme set up with the Police to provide a simple means of 
information gathering and information exchange with the Force. He reported the activities of a company 
“Jurassic fibre” which is installing internet fibre in the county. He also confirmed that, following recent 
storms, the presence of potholes is a major problem. DCC highways has a programme of works, although a 
relatively limited budget. New equipment to effect better and more longstanding repairs is to be hired/
purchased. He was questioned by Cllr Martin about the destiny of EDDC “recycled” materials and 
responded with an explanatory document (shortly after the meeting).  
 
PCSO England had recently submitted a summary of reported crimes from January – end December 2019. 
There were 7 reported incidents (1 violence with injury, 5 violence without injury and 1 sexual offence), 
indicating a 75% increase compared with 2018.  
 
Peter Gimber (Village tree warden) had submitted a bid for DCC to supply a “Landmark Tree”. This had 
been successful and an oak tree sapling to be planted at the recreation ground has been provided free of 
charge. He plans to submit grants to obtain further trees for the village from the People ’s Trust for 
Endangered Species (for fruit trees) and the Woodland Trust (for fruit trees to be supplied in November).  
 
Cllr Stride reported she had submitted the required reports re village footpaths to DCC (and a modest 
funding request) after recently walking the village footpaths. Various works required by DCC had been 
highlighted e.g supply of missing way markers and repairs; she would herself complete some additional 
minor works.  
 
Cllr Tift was imminently submitting a request for planning permission to EDDC for erection of a village 

interpretation board (to be manufactured by Shelley signs). He had identified an 18C Coleridge poem 

referring to the presence of troublesome potholes in “Plimtree” encountered on a walk from Cullompton to 

Ottery St Mary which might be included in the information to be displayed. Cllrs Tift and Stride will continue 

to work with Shelley signs and other village residents in choosing information for inclusion. 

 
It was again noted that Mrs S Tidball had established a small committee to plan a village event to mark the 
anniversary of VE Day on Friday May 8th. The PC had leant its support to this proposal at its last meeting. 
( editor note— VE Celebration event is cancelled following govt guidance) 
 
The annual litter pick on Sunday February 23rd had been successful with a good turnout of villagers and 
children. Thanks to volunteers and Cllr Cook who organised it were recorded.  
 
 
Next meeting (to start with the AGM) Tuesday 5th May Vestry Rooms 7.30 pm 
 
Village Open Meeting Wednesday May 13th 7pm Village Hall 

STOP PRESS: Given Government announcement on 23 March 2020, it is anticipated all group 
meetings will be cancelled. Check plymtree.org.uk for possible update nearer the dates. 
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Dr Stuart Young   
Mount Vets Farm and Poultry 
Colliton Barton  
Broadhembury  
Honiton  
Devon  
EX14 3LJ  
  

February 2020  

  

Neospora caninum is the most common cause of abortions in cows the UK and has no effective treatment 

or vaccine.    

  

One route of infection is via faeces from dogs as the ‘caninum’ name suggests. Dogs will not show any 
symptoms but be carriers for the disease. They contaminate the grass with their faeces and the cows then 

ingest the Neopsora on the grass that they graze.  

 

 Unfortunately Fordmore farm has suffered abortions due to Neospora with dog faeces likely to be the 

cause. This is a welfare issue as well as an economic one.  

 

 Given the difficulty of control in the cow, we rely heavily on responsible dog ownership. By that we mean 
that although we cannot stop the dogs from travelling along public footpaths we would greatly appreciate 

the collection of faeces and disposal in an appropriate bin.   

 

 Please help us to prevent this disease by picking up all the mess that your dog’s leave behind them.  

 

 Can we also urge you to close gates when entering and leaving fields as the cows can make a terrible mess 

of the garden!  

   

Yours sincerely   

  

Dr Stuart Young BSc (Hons) BVet Med MRCVS 
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Plymtree Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 13th May 2020 7.00 pm @ Village Hall 

 
Come to hear first-hand what the Village has to offer with brief presentations from: 

 

Parish and District Councils  Police Force 
 
St John the Baptist Church  United Reform Church 
 
Community Shop    After Eight Club 
 
Plymtree Church Houses   Gardening Club 
 
Plymtree Primary School   Cricket Club 
 
Friends of Plymtree School  Church Houses 
 

Plymtree Pre-school   Country Tots  
 

Netball Club     Bell Ringers      
 

Blacksmith’s Arms    Country Fayre &Horse Show 
 

Enjoy hearing from new and old friends and appreciate the many and varied things going on 
in your village. Light refreshments will be provided. 
Plymtree Parish Council 
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL 2020 

 
 

April   Dates are extracted from submitted articles.  Please let the magazine know if you would like any other entry. 

Wed 1st   

Thurs 2nd   

Fri 3rd  Recycling and rubbish collection 
 

Sat 4th   

Sun  5th   

Mon  6th  Green waste collection 

Tues 7th   

Wed 8th  

Thurs 9th  

Fri 10th Good Friday 

Sat 11th Recycling collection 

Sun 12th  

Mon 13th Easter Monday 

Tues 14th  

Wed 15th  

Thurs 16th  

Fri 17th May Magazine deadline  

Sat 18th Recycling collection 

Sun 19th  

Mon 20th  

Tues 21st  

Wed 22nd  

Thurs 23rd  

Fri 24th Recycling and rubbish collection  

Sat 25th  

Sun 26th  

Mon 27th Green waste collection 

Tues 28th 
Mobile Library 10.45-11.30am (*Suspended as from 20 March* )  
Why not borrow some of the Library’s free eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines.  

Wed  29th   

Thurs 30th   

The Silver Line operates the only confidential, free helpline for 
older people (aged 55 and over) across the UK. Open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 days of the year. We also offer 

telephone friendship where we match volunteers with older people based 
on their interests, facilitated group calls, and help to connect people with 

local services in their area. The Silver Line Helpline – 0800 4 70 80 90  


