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MAGAZINE CONTACTS 
 

Editorial Team 

Jackie Crowe  Michelle Penman  

William Lines  June Vellacott 
 

Advertising Helen Purves 
 

Distribution & General Enquiries 

Barbara Gaskell 277368 

MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Business Adverts 11 months from June 
(and pro rata at other times) 
£20 per 1/8th page landscape 9cm by 6.5cm 
£40 per 1/4 page landscape 18cm x 6.5cm 
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Contact Helen Purves  
01884 277425 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES 
 
Church, Charities, announcements & items of Plymtree 
local interest will be included for free.  Please submit as 
Word or RTF documents, not PDF. 

Advertisements are restricted to A5 landscape size and 
must be submitted as an image (TIFF or PNG) file, not 
PDF. 

Other announcements (and a second month for a charity 
advert) cost £5 each and should be submitted as to 
email: plymtreeparishmag@gmail.com 

Please contact Barbara Gaskell 01884 277368 
for payment. 

This is your magazine. please do contribute. 

PLYMTREE INFORMATION  
 

Alterations by the 10th of the month to  
June Vellacott 277329  
e-mail: junemidbeer@gmail.com  

June 2020  Magazine  

Deadline 
 

 Wednesday 20 May 2020 

Buses:  
 

 
The Honiton Bus 694, then goes on to Cullompton.  
The public are no longer allowed to make use of the school buses. 

  
Leaves 
Plymtree 

Arrives 
Honiton 

Arrives 
Exeter 

Leaves 
Honiton 

Leaves 
Exeter 

Arrives 
Plymtree 

Tuesday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

Wednesday 09.27   10.30   13.15 14.10 

Friday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

Saturday 09.30 10.10   12.15   12.52 

 

Plymtree Parish News accepts no liability 
for: 

 

Any claims made by the advertiser; 
 

Any opinion expressed in articles which may be 
those of the author but not necessarily those of the 

editorial team. 

 
 
 
 

 Prayer  for a Pandemic 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced  
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors  
Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home  
Remember those who must choose between preserving their 

health or paying their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their 

schools close 
Remember those who have no options.  

May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 
economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all.  
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

Remember those who have no home.  
As fear grips our country 

Let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 

each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our 

neighbours. 
                                                 Amen  

 

By Cameron Bellm  
http://krugthethinker.com/2020/03/prayer-for-a-pandemic/ 
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Testing Times 
 

As ever with our Parish Magazines all copy is produced at least two or three weeks in advance and at 
the moment a great deal is happening in what is a remarkably short period of time. Since I wrote for 
April’s magazine the churches have been closed, weddings and baptisms have been postponed, and quite 
severe restrictions placed on how funerals take place.  

These, though very important for all sorts of reasons, don’t compare with the restrictions on other 
areas of our daily lives. There will be many people you will know whose income has collapsed, whose 
businesses are in severe jeopardy. There are many people across the nation whose families have been 
severely wounded by bereavement or fear as Covid-19 has affected them personally.  

 
In the time between my writing of this short article and the magazine landing on your door step we 

can expect things to get worse, though we know, as Her Majesty emphasised in her recent address to the 
nation it will eventually get better saying "every hour" … "brings us closer to a return to more normal 
times". 

 
What has been wonderful to see is how in our country how many people are demonstrating their 

love for their neighbour (and not just the person living next door). I have heard of so many generous 
actions, covering an extraordinary range of helpful activities, being undertaking by so many people. It has 
made an impact especially upon the isolated, and most particularly on those alone. Demonstrations of 
love made this way really do make a difference and I hope that the impact they are making will help to 
heal the damage of Covid-19 and strengthen our communities for a long time after this crisis is over. 

 
There are other benefits that I am sure will last, and indeed just get greater. Modern technology has 

enabled the churches to do things differently – services are being streamed live in some places, I am 
recording them on video and posting them on line on YouTube, my colleague Jane Penn in Broadhembury 
is using videoconferencing, I am using telephone conferencing to include some people who don’t have 
computers, in Upottery the Children’s Church are using the social networking app WhatsApp to keep in 
touch, and I am sure there are many other things going on. In many ways we are all making more 
frequent contact with more people! 

 
The human race has always depended on relationships, we really do need each other, and it is 

wonderful to see how the very best of human nature is coming to the fore in these very testing times. 

New telephone number 01404 515083  
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PLYMTREE CHURCH NEWS 
 

On behalf of the Church can we say how much the people of our parish, and indeed of the wider world, are in our 

prayers and thoughts at this time.    
 

When we put together the news for the April magazine our services had been paused, but the Church building was 

still open for personal prayer, thought and reflection.  On 23rd March all church buildings were required to be kept 

locked at all times.  This has been the case in Plymtree.   You might have seen in the news that with the reduction in 

human activity wildlife has been appearing in some unusual places.  It was only five days into the lockdown that a 

pair of pigeons decided that the Church porch was not being used and that it would make an ideal pigeon loft!  They 

have never done this before.  Unfortunately they created a great mess but were soon deterred by a piece of netting!  

This has now been removed to allow the imminent return of the swallows from Africa. 
 

The last church service was on 15th March and we do not know when they will resume.  On 9th April  it was the 759th 

anniversary of the appointment of Plymtree’s first rector in 1261.  This must have been one of very few Easters , 

possibly the only one since then, that Easter was not celebrated within the church.  Indeed, part of the present 

church building probably dates from before 1066 so an Easter service has been part of Plymtree for around 1000 

years.  However, there have been various ways in which contact has continued at this time.  The Revd John Hayhoe 

continues to post daily reflections on Youtube and a worship service on Sundays.  He also makes these available 

through teleconferencing for those without computers.  The Revd Jane Penn has been holding Night Prayer in the 

evenings through Zoom video conferencing.  Details of the various links to these activities on our Mission Community 

website www.dunkeswell.org.uk 
 

For the benefit of those without a computer here are details about joining the teleconferencing: 

Sunday Services start at 10.00am, and weekday reflections also at 10.00am 
 

Dial this number to join the service or listen to the reflection:  0333 011 0616 
 

Then enter this access code followed by the # (at the bottom right hand side of you telephone  

keypad, the telephone will ask you to press the £ sign but press #):  815 7268 # 

A voice will ask for your name and then you will join the service. 
 

We thank John and Jane for organising these activities and for the time and effort which goes into their production. 
 

Don’t forget that you can keep up to date with other events and activities across the Diocese of Exeter at 

www.exeter.anglican.org  
 

In these days we remember that the church is much more than a building.  We are very grateful for the continued 

prayer and support of the church as a people.  There are many ways in which we are all learning to serve and to help 

each other and those in need.  Thank you to everyone.  We are regularly reminded of the debt we owe to those in 

NHS and other essential activities.  Thank you to them and also to all the people of Plymtree who are assisting in so 

many ways.   
 

May should have been an eventful month in the life of the church with the festivals of Ascension on 21st May and 

Pentecost on 31st May.  We do not know how these might be celebrated this year.  We will also see the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day on 8th May.  A special church service was being planned for 10th May, but most of the 

commemorative events will not now happen at this time.  Perhaps there will be an opportunity later? 

Don’t forget if you are lonely, facing hardship or in need of any kind please do not hesitate to phone our 
Rector, John Hayhoe, on 01404 515083 or our Associate Priest, Jane Penn, on 01404 841523.  
 
May God bless you. 
 

Alan Barnett and Bill Luttman (Churchwardens) 

http://www.dunkeswell.org.uk
http://www.exeter.anglican.org
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Malcolm Deacon of Mutterton  

by Melvyn Britten. 

I would like to say a few words about Malcolm Deacon who died recently.  Malcolm was a long standing 

member of the United Reform Church in Normans Green, Plymtree and was both treasurer for many years 

and an Elder of the Church.  We knew him as a principled and gentle man.  He was a true believer who loved 

the Lord Jesus as his saviour.   

Malcolm lived for some years in the Old Forge, Plymtree with his wife Maureen.  Later he bought a house in 

Mutterton and lived there for many years.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his Julian his son, his daughter 

Lindy and Malcolm’s wider family.  

I would like to quote a hymn that both Malcolm and Maureen loved to sing.  I think that at this time the 

words of this hymn are particularly pertinent as we face the Covid 19 virus. 

When we walk with the Lord 
in the light of his word, 
what a glory he sheds on our way! 
While we do his good will, 
he abides with us still, 
and with all who will trust and obey. 
 
Refrain: 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
 
Not a burden we bear, 
not a sorrow we share, 
but our toil he doth richly repay; 
not a grief or a loss, 
not a frown or a cross, 
but is blest if we trust and obey. [Refrain] 
 
But we never can prove 
the delights of his love 
until all on the altar we lay; 
for the favour he shows, 
for the joy he bestows, 
are for them who will trust and obey. [Refrain] 
 
Then in fellowship sweet 
we will sit at his feet, 
or we’ll walk by his side in the way; 
what he says we will do, 
where he sends we will go; 
never fear, only trust and obey. 



 

6 

Blacksmiths Arms - Plymtree 
Take Out Menu – Order by Phone and Collect 

Or 

If you are self-isolating in Plymtree we will endeavour to deliver outside your front 

door. Please give as much notice as possible.  

Payment can be made by card over the phone. 

 
Pizzas  Margherita - Cheese and Tomato £8.50 

12 inch  Hawaii  - Ham and Pineapple £9.50 

   Fungi – Mushrooms, Mozzarella & Oregano £9.50      

   Meat - Chicken and Chorizo £10.50 

 

Beef Burger in a bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50 

  Options of Cheese and Bacon £1.00 

Vegan Burger in bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50 

Fish and Chips with homemade Tartar Sauce £12.90 

Whole Tail Scampi and Chips with Tartar Sauce £9.90 

Steak and Ale Pie with Baked Potato or Chips £10.90 

Beef Lasagne with Chips or Garlic Bread £9.90 

Chicken, Bacon & Mayo Baguette with Chips £7.90 

Chicken Breast wrapped in bacon with Cheese Sauce, served with peas and new potatoes or 

Chips £10.90  

Extras – Garlic Bread £2.00, Cheesy Garlic Bread £2.50 Chips - small £2.00 / large £3.50     

  

Children  

Chicken Nuggets & Chips £5.90 / Fish Fingers or Sausages & Chips £4.90 

Burts Crisps, Nuts, Chocolate (all 60p).  Take out drinks also available. 

 

Daily Specials – we have daily specials which alternate and include dishes like Thai chicken 

Curry, Meaty Ribs, Steaks, Vegetarian and Pasta dishes plus puddings – give us a call or see 

external blackboard, website www.blacksmithsplymtree.co.uk and Facebook pages which are 

normally updated by 11am each day (depends a bit on supplies).  Please advise Chef of any 

allergies when booking. 

 

Available Spring 2020 Monday - Saturday 4pm – 8pm  

Sundays 2pm – 6pm to include Sunday Roast  £10 p.p.  

 

Telephone 277 474 
 

As always subject to change depending on availability & government advice! 
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Plymtree Village Hub and Community Shop 

There is a very encouraging response to the request for volunteers to help with keeping 
the shop open, picking and delivering orders, and assisting those who are self-isolating in 
various other ways. Since so many of our volunteers are required to self-isolate for a 
variety of age- or health-related reasons we now have many younger people, who would normally be at 
work or otherwise unable to help in the shop during the day time, providing a superb service. Newspapers 
and magazines are being delivered daily for free to prevent unnecessary visits to the shop. Paul, the 
manager, is doing a fantastic job keeping the shop well stocked though, to his frustration, there are a few 
items that simply cannot yet be obtained. Overall, the response from so many in the village, typically of 
Plymtree, has been superb. There are many people locally who are, wonderfully, involved in voluntary 
work and acts of kindness and neighbourliness, most unseen by anyone else. 

The best effect of all this has been to keep so many safe from Covid-19 infection, but other good effects 
noted have been the increased variety and number of people who are coming in to the shop – we hope 
people will continue to use the shop so well when life returns to whatever the new normal will become – 
and the increased takings in the shop. It would be the final crowning glory of all the community activity if 
the shop makes a profit for the year and is able to give some money back to the village community. For the 
meanwhile, though, we will remain “dug-in” and providing the best service we can to all around for as long 
as is necessary. All updates will appear on the website www.plymtree.org.uk 

If you wish to offer or need assistance of any kind – we have offers of dog walking, lawn mowing, a phone 
call to reduce loneliness and all sorts – as well as serving in the shop, deliveries, newspaper rounds, etc. 
then please contact us on villagehub@plymtreeshop.uk or leave a message on the answerphone 07396 
241642 

If you’re visiting the shop please respect the social distancing needs of the counter and Post Office staff and 
use the hand sanitiser dispensed just inside the door on the right. 

Thanks to everyone who is doing their bit to help, especially those who are complying with the government 
guidance and staying at home, for whom this must be a very tough and perhaps dull time. The Queen told 
us all “We should take comfort that while we may have more still to endure, better days will return: we will 
be with our friends again; we will be with our families again; we will meet again.” 

 

Shop opening hours, for the time being, are: 

Day   Shop   Post Office 

Monday  9am – 3pm  9.30am – 12.30pm 
Tuesday  9am – 3pm   
Wednesday 9am – 3pm   
Thursday  9am – 3pm   
Friday  9am – 3pm  9.30am – 12.30pm 
Saturday  8am – 1pm   
Sunday  8.30am – 11am   
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Weather Report – March 2020 
 

March began with cool showery and occasional longer spells of rain, with sleet and snow on high ground.  It 

was generally milder and more unsettled from the 7th to 15th, with belts of rain crossing the country at 

regular intervals, interspersed with brighter showery weather.  High pressure then slowly built across the 

British Isles, and a spell of dry sunny weather followed for most of the country, with much of England, 

Wales and southern Scotland having plenty of sunshine from the 22nd to 27th inclusive, with warm days 

and cold nights.  During this spell, slow-moving fronts often brought more cloud and some rain to north-

western Britain.  A northerly outbreak brought wintry showers to eastern areas on the 28th, followed by 

mostly dry but relatively cloudy weather. Over England the mean temperature for March was provisionally  

0.2 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term average, and it was generally warmer than average by day but a little 

colder than average by night. Rainfall was 77% of average, and it was a dry month in eastern counties from 

Norfolk northwards, with near or slightly below average rainfall elsewhere. Sunshine was 146% of average, 

making it the 8th sunniest March since records began in 1929. Over South West England and South Wales 

as a whole, rainfall was below average (1981-2010) at 85% and sunshine totals were well above average at 

143%. 

[Information in this paragraph was published by the Met Office].  

In Plymtree March, like last year, was a month of two halves. The unsettled weather which began at the end 

of September last year continued without interruption until the 15th. Thereafter, apart from a small amount 

of rain on the 18th, there was then no measureable rainfall for the remainder of the month. In fact what is 

turning out to be an exceptionally dry period continued into April. More details on this in next month’s 

report. The total rainfall I measured for the month was 52.4mm. The average (1981-2010) at Dunkeswell 

Airfield is 79.9mm. This means that we received 66% of the Dunkeswell average. The wettest day of the 

month was the 9th with 10.0mm. There were 14 rain days (rainfall ≥ 1mm), which compares to an average of 

12.7 days for Dunkeswell. Some of the showers that occurred were wintry. It was generally a mild month 

with only a few frosts. The highest temperature I recorded during March was 16.2°C on the 17 th. The lowest 

temperature, -2.6°C was recorded on the26th. The strongest wind during March occurred during the late 

morning of the 29th when a gust of 39.6mph was recorded.  

 

 
 

Mike Ayles 
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REFLECTIONS FROM LOCKDOWN 
 

This would normally be the monthly report from the Country Fayre And Horse Show 
Committee, but as we are unable to meet at present and, as things stand, increasingly 
unlikely to be able to hold our annual village event on August Bank Holiday Monday, I 
thought I might offer some thoughts from what I have to admit is splendid isolation.  
 

Although the world and this country are going through terrible times, we might take some 
consolation that our part of the country and, indeed, our part of the county is suffering a 
little less than some.  This is not, in any way, to diminish the impact of Covid-19 on those 
who have lost loved ones, who are ill at home or in hospital, or in financial difficulty, but we 
do have the good fortune to be in a beautiful part of the country in a caring and supportive 
community. Just as we regularly give thanks to those who are working in all areas of health 
and social care, and other essential workers, we should also recognise and applaud the 
contributions of those who are working tirelessly to support the more vulnerable in our 
local community through provision and distribution of food and other vital supplies.  
 

We are also fortunate to have plenty of opportunities to take exercise locally whilst 
respecting social distancing and, for many of us, to have our own outside spaces so that we 
are not cooped up inside as are many city dwellers.  Not a day goes by without my wife 
Jayne and me remarking on how lucky we were to find Plymtree for our retirement.  
 

Perhaps the biggest challenge that many of us face is that of uncertainty about the future – 
when can we begin to return to normal, how will that work and what will be the lasting 
effects of this pandemic?  After many years as a physician and scientist used to dealing with 
uncertainty, I respect the fact that those currently in charge are admitting to that 
uncertainty rather than trying to cover up with rash promises.  This pandemic represents a 
global learning process with each step needing to be considered, analysed and tested 
before implementation; this is part of the reason that staff in the NHS are coping so well.  
Medical and paramedical staff are highly trained in the process of assessing a situation, 
making a provisional diagnosis, administering treatment and planning the next step 
according to the response.  They may not always have all the answers (or all the tools) but 
they keep looking at the problem and working away at it as long as is needed.  Plans for the 
future will come, but they need to be cautious, considered and clear. 
 

It is also sad that we will be unable to celebrate the D-Day Anniversary this year but our 
community spirit and resolve will get us through this and we can look forward to a 
celebration in the future when we have finally come through this pandemic.  The same 
postponement may well be necessary for the Fayre and Horse Show, but there will be 
another occasion – Plymtree will still be here.  To paraphrase Arnold Schwarzenegger – 
“we’ll be back!” 
 

With best wishes - stay at home, keep safe and remain active in beautiful Plymtree. 
 

Michael Gammage, 
On behalf of the Country Fayre and Horse Show Committee 
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Plymtree Parish Council 

The current lockdown and rules on social distancing have meant I have taken the decision to cancel the Parish 

Council Annual General meeting on 5th May. This means that all councillors to retain their current positions and 

portfolios until the next meeting which is scheduled for July and will encompass the AGM. 

The Annual Village meeting, scheduled for Wednesday 13th May is similarly cancelled. We will look to reschedule but 

clearly will have to work with any restrictions the government has in place. 

The Parish Council continues to operate, so please feel free to send in questions, correspondence or report issues for 

our attention from around the village, modern technology is very helpful in keeping in touch as most of us have been 

finding out – anyone ever heard of Zoom before last month ? 

Turning to wider matters of interest, I’m sure all Plymtree residents would like to pass on their thanks to those key 

workers in our community, especially but not exclusively those in the medical profession, who have worked tirelessly 

on our behalf. 

Rather more parochially, I have been doing something I haven’t done since I was a teenager (I’m not going to say 

how long ago that was !), helping in a small way by delivering newspapers around the village. It takes up only a small 

part of my day but I get to whizz round the village on my bike, which helps keep me fit and I get to chat with people 

I’ve never met before. 

But I am merely a small cog in a much bigger operation of village support centered on the Village shop. So a big 

thank you to William Lines, his Village shop committee, Village shop Manager Paul Grant and all the volunteers who 

have risen to the challenge before us and have come to the aid of those in our community in need. We applaud you 

all. 

And remember the Village shop will still be there when all of this is over, we should cherish it and make sure we 

support it as it has supported us. 

Whilst, sadly, we cannot current enjoy a (insert beverage of choice here) in the garden at the Blacksmith’s Arms 

(although as I write this the good weather seems to have temporarily come to a close), please support your local pub 

by enjoying a take away meal – details can be found on their Facebook page and on the village website. 

Finally, please stay safe, look after your families and observe the social distancing rules; stay at home and protect 

lives. I’m not always in agreement with our Prime Minister but on this occasion I think he’s spot on, this is not the 

time to relax and throw away all the sacrifices made over the recent weeks of lockdown. Let’s focus on continuing to 

help and support those who need our assistance and look positively forward to a time when we can meet and 

socialise with our friends and family again. 

Ian Robinson (Chair) 

On behalf of Plymtree Parish Council 

Wishing you had some flowers, vegetables or herbs to grow whilst having to stay home? 
 

On your doorstep: Brewers Cottage EX15 2LQ  (at Clyst 
William Cross on road to Honiton) has  a variety of  home 
grown vegetable, herb and flower plants available.    
Herb boxes made to order. 
Contact : Jason 07817474528  
Email: brewerscottage@outlook.com 
 

A walk there could be your one form of permitted exercise 
on a given day.  

 
Combe Nursery near Gittisham were offering bundles of various combinations of plants, veg etc for local delivery. Minimum 
£50 spend involved.  Delivery only within 10 miles. Combe Nursery has an online facility and some sort of  “call and collect” 
facility.  Tel: 01404 515600  - open  8:30 to 3pm   (By the time the magazine is published availability may have changed / stopped.) 
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And the people stayed home. 
 
And the people stayed home. 
And read books, and listened, and rested, 
and exercised, and made art, and played games, 
and learned new ways of being, and were still. 
And listened more deeply. 
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows. 
And the people began to think differently. 
And the people healed. 
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, 
the earth began to heal. 
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, 
they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, 
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, 
as they had been healed. 

 
   By Kitty O’Meara 

 
Observations during Lockdown in Plymtree 
 
Not quite so sunny today... the only observations from my garden have been, I hear no sound from the 
motorway, in fact apart from the sounds of the birds who are very vocal at this time of year the only 
human made sound to show that life still goes on has been of tractors busy ploughing and sowing.  
My most frequent observation has been of how beautifully blue and clear the skies have been without the 
con- trails of the horrible flying machines. There must be far less air pollution in the world with far fewer 
flights and what my Dad referred to as the infernal (internal) combustion engine, cars and lorries to you 
and me.   
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VE Day and after in Plymtree 

The local and national commemorations for the 75th anniversary of VE Day which were planned for the 

weekend of 8th – 10th May have had to be postponed.  This magazine contains some recollections of the end 

of the war from today’s Plymtree residents.  

 

This is how events in Plymtree were recorded at the time: 

From the Plymtree Magazine written by the Rector, the Revd Humphrey Onslow 

April 1945 

The following has been arranged for the day when hostilities in Europe cease: 7.15pm Thanksgiving Service 

in the Congregational Church lasting till about 7.45; and the Thanksgiving for the Parish Church at 8pm 

 

 

From the Devon and Exeter Gazette 11 May 1945 

Happy Homecoming 

Merry peals were rung on the parish church bells at Plymtree on Thursday evening, May 3rd, in honour of 

the safe return of Marine Leonard Pratt, who arrived home at Plymtree in the early hours that day.  Marine 

Pratt has been a prisoner of war in Germany for nearly four years, having been captured at Crete in June 

1941.  He arrived in England on Tuesday May 1st.  He attributes his good health to the Red Cross Society for 

the parcels sent to him.  He is very popular and respected in the parish of Plymtree and neighbourhood, and 

a happy family gathering and reunion took place at his home at Pencepool Cottages, Plymtree. 

 

 

From the Devon and Exeter Gazette 18 May 1945 

On VE Day the ringers of Plymtree Parish Church rang merry peals.  Services were held in the parish and 

Congregational Churches conducted respectively by the rector (Rev H C Onslow) and Rev T J Rose.  Miss R 

Huyshe and Mrs G Sanders were the respective organists.   

An informal party was arranged at the Parish Hall by Mrs B Summers, Mrs G Churchill, Miss B Cross.  A 

collection for the “Welcome Home Fund” raised £3.14s.6d.  On the following day the ringers journeyed to 

Clyst Hydon and Talaton churches and rang several peals.  On V E Sunday a united service was held in the 

parish church conducted by the rector and Rev T Rose (Congregational), the address being given by the 

rector.  The lesson was read by Mr G Sanders, senior ARP warden and chairman of the Parish Council.  Miss 

R Huyshe was at the organ.  A collection on behalf of Christian reconstruction work in Europe amounted to 

£5 5s 8½d.  

 Two former prisoners of war, Marine Pratt and Corporal F G Slade were both home in time in order to 

attend one or other of the services.  On Monday evening the ringers rang merry peals in honour of the safe 

homecoming of Corpl Slade, as they did the week before for Marine Pratt. 
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From the Plymtree Parish Magazine June 1945 

VE Tide seemed to demonstrate two things, both very encouraging.  The first was that people seemed to 

want to go to church, and the second was that they had evidently settled it in their minds to enjoy 

themselves quietly and sensibly.  The bells of the Old Church rang repeatedly, and as they  have all been 

there since 1895 (and some very much longer) they must have sounded on many other great days, Queen 

Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, the close of the South African war, the coronations of Edward VII, George V, and 

George VI, the Armistice of 1918 and the Silver Jubilee of George V.  They also rang to welcome home from 

prisoner of war camps first Marine L Pratt and later Lance corporal F Slade; we would like to offer them, too, 

our best wishes on their most happy liberation.  Also we are glad to hear that Mr H B Clarke’s son is safely 

back from captivity.  In connection with VE Day we would like to say how glad we were that the impromptu 

social was arranged for the evening, especially for the children’s part in it, by Mrs Summers, Mrs G Churchill 

and Miss B Cross; a sum of £3.14.6 was collected for welcoming home those serving. 

 

Commemorations and celebrations continued in Plymtree over the next couple of years with the end of the 

war in Japan in August 1945, Victory Day events on 8th June 1946 and, on 15th May 1947, the unveiling of 

the war memorial in the church to the two men from Plymtree who lost their lives in World War II – Harold 

Franks and Francis Knight. 

One of the planned aspects of the nationwide commemoration of the anniversary of VE Day was to be a 

public cry for peace read out by “Town Criers” across the country.  This may not happen as planned, but 

here below are the words, perhaps even more meaningful in the present circumstances. 

Alan Barnett 

 

 

A Cry for Peace Around the World 
Oyez Oyez Oyez 

 
God Save The Queen 

 
Citizens, one and all, 

Please join this cry for peace, that you now hear from me. 
Remember men & women, old & young, who died to make us free. 

The women left at home did not just sit and wait. 
They toiled in harsh conditions before dawn to very late. 

Factories, farms, other essential jobs, the women were quick at learning. 
They worked, some died, to keep the home fires burning. 

As we remember this special day, do not forget that every day someone needs your aid,  
Do not put away your poppies, letting your memories fade. 

Celebrate with the knowledge that VE Day is also a time to remember,  
Beyond the solemn wreaths of the 11th of November. 

Let’s thank all those who have gone before, with their colours proudly unfurled.  
Join us as united we say, “Peace to the world”. 
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V E DAY, THE WAR AND OTHER THOUGHTS  
 
75 years ago this month, we began to emerge [VJ Day wasn't until August] from a national 
calamity. I have a 'snap' of me, age nearly 5, at the front of our house standing beside my 15 
month old sister waving a union jack from her high chair!  
 
So during the early years of my life, as now, the nation and the world were engulfed in calamity. 
My memories are few and dim; the weird sound of the Air Raid warning siren; a sense of fear 
and abandonment when, apparently left on the kitchen table, (I've no idea why I should have 
been sitting there!) I was being called urgently by my mother to follow her to the metal 
(Morrison) shelter in the sitting room; my mother making sandwiches in the kitchen after tea for 
my father to take with him for his night of Fire Watch Duty down on the School roof ; the siren 
going once when my father and I were walking up Exeter Road and him pushing me through the 
gate into a field and shoving me into the hedge, himself more or less on top of me ; a good deal 
later, I think, picking winter heliotrope colonising the ruins of a bombed house in the next road 
down from ours. 
 
Then, as now in the midst of Covid19, I was fortunate enough to be not really in the thick of it. 
My father was in a Reserved Occupation and so not 'called up' and we lived on what was then 
the edge of the town, though in the middle of it the Junior School and the Hospital were 
bombed. I have no real memory of the stress, anxiety, fear and often grief that must have 
undoubtedly been ever present, if usually kept in the background, whilst people got on with life 
as normally as the situation allowed.  
 
Now, in the midst of a very different national and global calamity, I begin to get a glimmer of 
what it must have been like for my parents' generation facing bombing raids, separation from 
friends and relatives, some of them away on Active Service, food and petrol rationing, unlit 
streets, black-outed houses and the beach covered with barbed wire and out of bounds. What we 
are experiencing now, 75 years on perhaps carries some echoes of that distant time though we 
can be thankful that the 'duration', in this instance, is likely to be in months rather than six 
whole years. 
 
The present desperately serious calamity is actually happening in the midst of two others no less 
serious or severe, if not as yet so universally and immediately obvious, namely Climate Change 
and Species Depletion; it may well be, as some are beginning to argue convincingly, that 
Covid19 is itself associated with them.  
The well-known words of 17th century poet and priest, John Donne, keep coming back to me: 
'No man is an island, entire unto itself ; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the 
main ' t hey begin . Not  pa r t  of a  poem, they belong to one of a  ser ies of Medita t ions. 
Adapted a little they perhaps seem even more applicable to our present predicament :- 
 
'No country or continent is an island entire unto itself, but each is a piece of one whole 
Earth;---- if a clod is washed away by the sea our Earth is the less -------------- and 
therefore never seek to know for whom the bell tolls, It tolls for us all'  
 
For us, now, it is not so much just Donne's tolling church bell denoting the death of someone - 
or of many, but, maybe also a bell-buoy serving more urgently as a warning, a call to action. 
Covid19, Climate Change and so on are calamit ies indeed - but they are also crises. A crisis is a 
turning point; it denotes not the certainty of a disastrous outcome, but the possibility, also of an 
ultimately benign and beneficial one. It can be a time for decision and action.  
 
When this pandemic with all its fear, sacrifice, pain and tragedy recedes, what we as 
individuals, as countries, governments, corporations and world organisations choose to do in the 
aftermath could make all the difference. Here will be opportunity and with opportunity, hope for 
a better future. 
 
Heather Wheeler 
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VE Day in SHERINGHAM, a coastal town in Norfolk 
 

I at the time was part of a group of young soldiers who, having completed their infantry training were 
awaiting shipment to the Far East.  When evening came someone had decided to arrange fireworks which 
took the form of parachute flares and, for safety, were fired seawards.  The thought of all that parachute silk 
being lost at sea was too much for all the ATS girls who tried to persuade their admirers to wade in and do a 
retrieval (note: wartime rationing).  To round-off this picture, VJ Day (Japan surrenders) followed not long 
after and I finally left Liverpool for India on my mother’s birthday (Sept 12th) !! 
 
Les Hitch 

June Bloomfield- aged 15 at the end of the war.  
 
I was 15 and living in South London at the end of the war.  
My sister Barbara and I were at my aunts when the announcement came on the radio. ( We were having a 
pillow fight with my cousin!)  
Mum came into the room and said: “pack it in you lot , the war is over!!” 
 
That evening we gathered on Clapham Common with lots of other people, to celebrate  around the big gun 
(anti aircraft gun). When we went home to bed we actually slept in our beds that night instead of on a 
mattress in the hallway ( where there were no windows) where my mother felt we were safer in case of a 
doodlebug or rocket   
 
Other memories of the war:  
 
I was 9 at the start of the war . 
Eventually, when the bombs came,  I loved going out and collecting shrapnel- which gave my mother 
‘kittens’ because she worried about where I was if a bomb were to drop.  
 
At night, sleeping on the mattress in the hallway I  always remember as the bombs came whooshing and 
whistling down my mum flung herself over us to protect us.  One bomb exploded very close to our flats.  
My dad was away in the army from 1943 so mum had to cope alone.   
 
I got married in 1951 six years after the war ended and there was still rationing at that point.  
 
Now in my 90th year all the Coronavirus restrictive measures remind me of what it was like back then.  

The only memory I have of VE Day is a group of 5 of us tearing  up 
and down the road on our roller skates shouting WE WON THE  WAR. 
We were all very skilled at jumping the drains.  
BG. 

THANK YOU  
to the Plymtree village folk for sharing your memories  

of  
75 years ago 
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Plymtree Home Guard—1940 
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Gene Harris WW II memories 
 

When World War II was declared I was 16, nearly 17 and living in Hackney, a borough of London, where I was born.  
As you know London was subject to frequent bombings and early in the Blitz our house received an almost direct hit 
by a German bomb which took the roof off.   
 

My father and brother were away, respectively in the Army and Airforce, when my mother and I were evacuated to 
Mansfield near Nottingham whilst the house was repaired.  However, after a few months away we decided it wasn’t 
for us and returned to London and the bombing.  Just after I signed up Mum was alone in the house when it was 
demolished by a direct hit; her memory is of waking in the street in only her night dress and wearing a pair of boots 
that had been missing for several months! 
 

I signed up for the RAF in 1940 and was initially posted to Lytham St Anne's 
near Blackpool as a secretary to a Wing Commander.  My next posting was 
to the records office in Gloucester but finding this a bit boring applied for 
and was accepted as a Wireless Operator (morse code only).   
 

My initial training was near Compton Basset in Wiltshire before being 
posted to Bomber Command at Pocklington, Yorkshire. Here I would send 
wireless signals about wind conditions to aircrew on bomber raids and 
receive messages back from the bombers. I also spent time working as a 
wireless operator at a Direction-Finding station, again at Pocklington, to 
provide guidance to returning bombers. 
 

My memories of VE day are a little hazy: I can only say that I was only 22 
and spent my time reveling in London; part of the huge crowds celebrating 
everywhere.  
 

 
 
This is me on the right, just after VE day, and just on my way to see the 
devastation caused in Germany by the Allied bombing.  Next is the plane we were 
on. (Gene is 3rd from left in parachute.) 

 
In 1945, at the end of the war I married Norman; I worked on Fleet Street whilst he went to North Africa.  
When he was de-mobbed we lived in his home town of Oxford where I was PA to Major John Howard (of Pegasus 
Bridge fame) but that’s other story….. 
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Letters from Britain: Spring Comes to the English countryside (abridged) 

And eventually, Spring arrived. No more mithering (moaning) about the erratic weather. 

We could try to put dates to an English Spring – it is officially March to May, based on meteorological data. But we could also 
refer to astronomical Spring, beginning with the spring equinox (day and night of roughly equal length) on March 20t.h. Actually, it 
is Nature that decides when the conditions are right for the natural world to reawaken and spring forth.  In 2018 it was somewhat 
later than previous years. 

The section of the garden adjacent to our house is a ‘wild area’ or copse. Some years ago we planted hazels, coppiced every four 
years, and some ramsons (a wild garlic).  But otherwise, it is a space for Nature to yield what it has in its underground store. The 
plants that emerge each Spring are ones that naturally thrive in the soil conditions. By early May we have early leafing of hazel 
and sycamore, tender young ramson leaves, cow parsley, red campion, and bluebells. The combination of the red of the campion, 
the blue of native bluebells and the white from stitchwort, cow-parsley and ramson flowers, set against a backdrop of green, is 
the delight of Spring.  Red, White, and Blue, it just has to be emblematic of Spring in our part of  England. 
 
A winding path through this little copse is my miniature version of Thoreau’s Walden. And unlike the ‘managed’ garden beyond, 
we have little wish or need to do anything with it, apart perhaps from clearing any rampant brambles and nettles. I get a small 
‘crop’ of hazel poles and the ingredients for my wife’s popular forage soup, wild garlic, and stinging nettle. This glorious soup is 
made from the tips of young nettles, the young ramson leaves, vegetable stock, mint and an onion. This, for me, is when spring 
has arrived, irrespective of the weather. 

I began my appreciation of wild plants after buying Richard Mabey’s seminal book Food for Free back in the 1970s. It set me on a 
quest for wild food.  I tapped a birch tree for the sap to make wine, nibbled young hawthorn leaves, tried salads using dandelion 
leaves, ate ink-cap and parasol mushrooms,  made a summer cordial from elderflowers and even tried to roast dandelion roots 
for an ersatz coffee. There were several failures of course – I attempted woodlice fritters, ugh. My hopes for escargots were high, 
but an unknown activist from the family liberated the snails that I was purging. Happily I no longer see the value of wild plants in 
terms of their edibility. Having a very knowledgeable wife and a professional plant biologist daughter, I am now on the path to 
understanding what biodiversity really means. 
 
Spring is also when our native birds and mammals start to breed. In mid- May we saw a baby slow-worm in the garden, and also a 
grass snake taking the sun on a step. Seeing the grass snake solved our puzzle as to why we no longer see frog and toad spawn in 
the wild pond. 

Honey bees have had a tough time with the exceptionally cold start to the Spring.  We used to keep a small colony but gave up 
beekeeping when the children came along.  Ironically a swarm of bees made a home in one of our unused chimneys nine years 
ago, and are still there. They swarm a couple of times a year and seem to have managed to keep enough winter supplies of honey 
to feed themselves well into the cold Spring period when they would normally be foraging for more supplies of nectar. 

In the next chimney, which we use for a wood stove, there is a nest of jackdaws.  We put up a grill to stop the birds nesting but 
didn’t anticipate their determination as they fed pieces of nesting material through the metal bars until they had made a twig 
nest. Of course, it was then they discovered that they couldn’t fit themselves through the bars to sit on the nest. We have all 
done it, not thinking things through! 
 

Sadly we are losing some wildlife to disease, climate change, and farming practices. Hedgehogs used to be a familiar sight here 
but are now at risk. Foxes are seen more in towns than the countryside though we did have a vixen howling right outside our 
window the other night. We are losing butterfly species at an alarming rate, and there are fewer sparrows and other birds that 
have been familiar visitors to our bird feeders. The North American Grey Squirrel continues to amuse us with its aerial acrobatics 
and sense of fun. Indeed they were introduced into Britain by Edwardians for this very purpose. Unfortunately, they have made 
the indigenous red squirrel almost extinct in the wild, as well as destroying saplings and stealing our bird food. 

We might be losing some creatures, but are gaining others. An unwanted arrival is the American Signal Crayfish which is predating 
our weaker native crayfish, eroding river banks and devouring anything edible including fish spawn.  Around our coast, there are 
now more sightings of bigger marine creatures such as whales and sharks.  New birds to Devon include the Red Kite. We saw one 
circling above our orchard recently, which caused some mirth when our 5-year-old grandson asked innocently ‘but where’s the 
string?’  Boar are breeding wild in some forests as a result of escape from farms, and beavers are being studied in the River Otter 
in Devon to see what impact they are having on the flow of the river. There are also attempts to re-wild parts of Scotland by 
introducing wolves, though this is not yet approved by the authorities. 
 

This is an unprecedented time in the speed of changes in the flora and fauna of Britain. Worryingly it seems that the balance 
sheet is largely negative especially in the loss of so many insects and the introduction of so many plant and tree diseases.  
 

             Peter Gimber 
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Devon countryside charity’s 2020 competitions provide a creative outlet for stay-at-home 
schoolchildren  
 

The Devon branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England hopes its 2020 art and writing competitions, 
open for entries from 18 May, will provide a creative outlet for primary schoolchildren across the county, 
many of whom are spending more time than usual indoors this spring because of the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  
 

CPRE Devon's two children's competitions are a fun way to encourage youngsters to engage with the great 
outdoors, even if they themselves are stuck indoors! Children in Key Stages 1 and 2 are urged to use their 
imagination to create a piece of artwork or a short piece of writing evoking Devon's coast or countryside, 
or a favourite spot that’s important to them. It could be a local park, a green space nearby, somewhere 
they have visited for a day out or even their own garden. The closing date for entries is 30 June 2020.  
 

Last year the charity received fantastic entries from right across the county from girls and boys in KS1 and 
KS2, who had captured their favourite outdoor space on paper. Pencils, pens, paints and sticking paste 
were all put to use to create artworks which showed the beauty and variety of Devon’s natural 
environment.  
 

The competitions are simple to enter. A top prize will be awarded to individual children in each key stage, 
as well as to their school. All entrants will receive a CPRE Devon ‘Barney the Bull’ gift. The top entrants 
from each school will win a Devon Countryside Ambassador Badge and a framed certificate. Winning 
schools will receive a plaque and £200 to spend on outdoor learning as well as CPRE membership for a 
year.  
 

A leaflet with full details of both competitions is available for teachers. CPRE Devon has also produced a 
fun postcard for the writing competition with space for children to say why they think it’s important to 
protect Devon’s countryside. It couldn't be simpler! 
 

If your child would like to enter, contact 01392 966737 or 
info@cpredevon.org.uk or check out the website 
cpredevon.org.uk 
 

Please note, this year the charity will be accepting entries 
by email to avoid people having to make unnecessary 
trips to a post office to send their artwork or writing.  
 

Issued on behalf of CPRE Devon by If… Media Ltd. 
Media contact: Sharon Goble sharon@if-media.co.uk ; 01392 
661062 / 07831 695913   CPRE Devon winner 2019 Key Stage 2 Rose Greenhill  

mailto:info@cpredevon.org.uk
http://www.cpredevon.org.uk
mailto:sharon@if-media.co.uk
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY 2020 

 
 

The Silver Line operates the only confidential, free helpline for 
older people (aged 55 and over) across the UK. Open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 days of the year. We also offer 

telephone friendship where we match volunteers with older people based 
on their interests, facilitated group calls, and help to connect people with 

local services in their area. The Silver Line Helpline – 0800 4 70 80 90  

 

May    This month, more a  reminder when to put the recycling and rubbish out! 
Stay home. 

Fri 1st Recycling collection 

Sat 2nd   

Sun 3rd   

Mon 4th   

Tues 5th   

Wed 6th   

Thurs 7th   
Fri 8th VE Day Bank Holiday 

‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW2’ at 3pm ‘Toast’ – “To those who gave so much, we thank you,”  
Sat 9th Recycling collection 
Sun 10th   

Mon 11th   

Tues 12th   

Wed 13th   

Thurs 14th   
Fri 15th Recycling and rubbish collection 

Sat 16th   

Sun 17th   

Mon 18th   

Tues 19th   

Wed 20th   

Thurs 21st   

Fri 22nd Recycling collection 

Sat 23rd   

Sun 24th   

Mon 25th Spring Bank Holiday 

Tues 26th   

Wed 27th   

Thurs 28th   

Fri 29th   

Sat 30th Recycling collection 

Sun 31st   

 YoungMinds Crisis Messenger  

 Provides free, 24/7 crisis support across 
the UK if you are experiencing a mental 
health crisis 

 If you need urgent help text YM to 85258 

 All texts are answered by trained 
volunteers, with support from 
experienced clinical supervisors 

Texts are free from EE, O2, Vodafone, 3, Virgin Mobile, BT Mobile, 
GiffGaff, Tesco Mobile and Telecom Plus. 

https://youngminds.org.uk 






















