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Stay safe and enjoy your garden. 
The Bumblebees are. 

 



It does seem remarkable that we have been in Lockdown for as  long as we have – the first 
easing was allowed after seven weeks on 10 May  - and I am writing now on 27 May and the 
real end still seems a very long way off. There are many of us who have been told to isolate and 
a few of us are being shielded. It has been pretty grim for many people especially those who are 
on their own and for those with children. I was gently chastised a few weeks into the Lockdown 
as my daily reflections on YouTube did not reflect much joy – I was certainly guilty as charged! 
But there are reasons to be joyful. 
 
No one expected anything different but it still needs to be said – our communities have been 
amazing, really amazing. There have been so many acts of love and of service and by people of 
every age and circumstance – shopping, mowing, sharing. Teddy Bears have appeared in 
windows, and in a tree outside our house (I don’t know where he came from), rainbows have 
appeared in windows. Gardeners have been very hard at work and I know the produce and 
flowers will be shared. And then there are the seamstresses producing scrubs and masks. A pop-
up shop popped up in the Sidmouth Arms in Upottery and is just one example of the sort of 
initiative that is making a real difference. The take-away fish and chips bring smiles into my 
household. The service being offered in the Highfield Store is so well deserved – they 
thoroughly deserve the five stars they get if you do a Google search having gone way beyond 
the call of duty. 
 
As a Christian, knowing that I should love my neighbour is part of my DNA. The New 
Testament records Jesus telling the crowds and his disciples to love on many occasions – to love 
one another, to love as he loved – and he also teaches that we should serve one another and he 
demonstrates that, on one occasion, by washing his disciples’ feet. That love and that service has 
been demonstrated by so very many people over the last weeks. It always been accompanied by 
a smile. We all know that this love and service will keep being offered and shared for as long as 
this crisis lasts. I am so grateful for everything that has been shared with me, as I know you are 
too! 



PLYMTREE CHURCH NEWS 
 

The month of June sees us half way through this remarkable year.  We are very thankful to all 
those folk who have helped our community to keep safe and to cope with the various challenges.  
In many ways the church has discovered new ways of “being church” and we are grateful to the 
Revd John for his regular communication through YouTube and teleconferencing.  Details of how 
to access his reflections and services can be found on the Mission Community website https://
www.dunkeswell.org.uk/ 
 
We are not sure when the parish magazine will be printed and distributed again.  There have been 
comments about how much people enjoy the online version and also about how others have 
missed the printed magazine.  Our thanks go to all of the team who edit and circulate the magazine 
month by month. 
 
While the church has been closed the grass has continued to grow - much to the delight of some 
who enjoy the natural look, but to the dismay of others as memorials have disappeared under 
vegetation.  Thank you to those families who have tended areas around their memorials.  Guidance 
from the Church of England has regularly been updated and it is now a permitted activity for 
churchyards to be tended professionally.  As we go to press, Mike and Kevin have quite a 
challenge on their hands!  At the time of writing there was no sign of swallows returning to the 
church. We are beginning to fear that the Plymtree birds might have been amongst the thousands 
of swallows and swifts which were reported to have perished in severe storms in Greece and the 
Aegean in April. 
 
Although there have been no services since mid March, the church still has to meet its overheads.   
Even with reduced activities, monthly expenses are over £1150.  Our thanks go to folk who have 
found different ways of making donations to the church at this time when there have been no 
regular church collections.  Use has been made of standing orders and BACS payments, our Virgin 
Giving page, the Parish Giving Scheme and the passing on of cheques which are now able to be 
banked electronically.  Please do have a word with us if you would like to take advantage of any of 
those methods. 
 
Will there be a Church Gift Day this year? 
 
24th June is the feast day of our patronal saint, John the Baptist.  It has been a long standing  
tradition in Plymtree to hold a Gift Day on a Saturday close to that date.  Year by year 
considerable sums have been given to help maintain the fabric of this parish’s church.  Last year 
for example, by the time Gift Aid was taken into account, over £3300 was raised by the people of 
Plymtree - a wonderful response.  Thank you. 
 
In the present circumstances, we have thought carefully about whether there should be a Gift Day 
this year.  Everybody’s finances are under pressure and even the church itself is locked.  However, 
we also realise that Gift Day is vital to the church budget and that there are some people who 
appreciate this annual opportunity to give to the church. We had planned to hold the Gift Day on 
20th June this year.  As the church will still be locked and social gathering restricted we have 
decided to review that date. 
 
 



 
 
It has been decided to delay slightly and to offer the opportunity to contribute to an annual Gift 
Day on Saturday 11th July.  We hope that this will be appreciated and it is fully understood that 
this might not be an appropriate time for many people to be able to make donations.  There will be 
more details in the July magazine.  Wherever possible, this year we are hoping that people will 
make use of on line giving to limit the need to handle cash.  By July it is possible the lockdown 
might have loosened sufficiently for some sort of gathering to take place and perhaps even to 
unlock the church.   
 
Again as an innovation for this year, we would like to offer the opportunity to specify whether the 
individual donation should go to one of the church’s specific funds.  

The Fabric Fund which cares for the building and its contents 
The General Fund which looks after the day to day running of the church and the contribution 

to the diocese which pays salaries and pensions for clergy amongst many other things. 
The Window Fund which needs to raise money to cope with the repair and conservation of the 

large Tudor style windows in the north wall and for which we need to build up funds. 
The recently established Bell Fund for the maintenance of our bells. 
The Flower Fund to cover the provision of floral displays in church throughout the year. 

( Any unspecified donations will go to the Fabric Fund.) 
 
There will be more details about the proposed Gift Day next month.  In the meantime, thank you 
all for your support and please keep safe. 
 
Alan Barnett and Bill Luttman (Churchwardens) 



A LOCK-DOWN SPRING 
 
How long ago it seems since the wonderful 'Blackthorn Winter' way back in February 
and March ! The 'snow' showed through even in the severely cut-back hedges of our 
lanes - and now and again where a bush had been allowed to flourish there was a 
foaming explosion of snow-white blossom. 
 

One of the great compensations for me of this very trying time has been the chance to 
observe the emerging spring from day to day within a much more than usually restricted 
compass. I confess I have pushed the boundaries a bit, venturing beyond my garden for 
up to 15 minutes or so in the car in our local lanes to slightly varying access points to 
our nearest woodland. Almost always mine was the only car in each chosen place and I 
came upon very few people in my wanderings - often none; just quietness and peace, 
even the distant motorway muted, only birdsong - blackbird and thrush and especially 
the rich cadence of blackcap breaking the silence. 
 

Here and there was white cherry-blossom. I watched bright buds of beech swell and 
gradually open, the young leaves showing their wonderful bright green, and then the 
leaves of other trees in turn. Early on there seemed to be nothing but peacock 
butterflies flitting about and the occasional brimstone; then came the odd red admiral 
and holly blue as well as orange tip and lots of speckled wood, their sprinkle of yellow 
markings seeming to mirror the dappled sunlight of the woodland. 
 

Then there was the succession of gradually appearing flowering plants. One of the first, 
was the inconspicuous tiny pale greeny-yellow moschatel or town-hall clock, its name 
so descriptive of its four distinctive 'faces' (with an extra one on top), a plant of old 
woodland.  I look out for it each March, when it first appears quickly to be obscured as 
other foliage emerges, but I've never seen it so locally before. Soon there were 
primroses everywhere and violets. Here and there were little clusters of delicate white 
wood sorrel with its bright green clover-like leaves. And then great drifts of wood 
anemones gradually giving way as they faded to bluebells, the glory of English 
woodland. In some places just a sheet of blue, at others they were mingled with the 
delicate white umbels of earthnut (or pig nut) and with campion making a tapestry of 
pink white and blue. 
 

Less spectacularly the lemon-yellow wings of yellow archangel mingled with the bright 
yellow star-shaped wood pimpernel. Latest of all and almost an anti-climax was the 
branch-stemmed, bobble-headed, off-white sanicle. Something I never saw in these 
woods was the low-growing sweet-woodroffe, once dried and put in pillows for its 
fragrance. In the hedgerows the creamy white may-blossom replaced the earlier 
blackthorn and the stitchwort, queen Anne's lace, herb robert, crosswort and many 
another besides campion and in some places bluebells all appeared as the days went 
on; I saw the first foxglove on May 7th and a day or two later the first clusters of honey-
suckle. 
 

What a wonderful progression it has all been. I look out for it all every year, but normally 
over a much wider area - nearer the coast, on Haldon, on the Moor, in east Dorset or 
the South Hams. While I have missed all this variety, it has proved a wonderful 
opportunity to be reminded of what there is on my own too easily overlooked doorstep! 
It continues to be a hard time for us all, and for so many how much unimaginably 
tougher than for others. I can't forget this but I feel immensely grateful for the 
compensations this lock-down spring has brought me. 
 

Heather Wheeler 
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Middle Woodbeer Farmhouse needed thatched.  
Decision made after a few years planning         

 

   
 
 
2018 Wheat planted and growing. The problems are that Bill is too ill to do the cutting with the 
1940s binder, in steps Michael Tidball and his son Matthew to the rescue. The wheat, Maris 
Widgeon, was cut and bundled and later in the season Michael and Matthew, with their workers, 
put it through the reed comber again a fairly old machine. Probably 1930s.  
Master Thatcher Carl Ward decided to put off the job until the spring as he didn’t trust the winter 
weather. 
How right he was! 
6th May 2020 the scaffold is up and the roof is coming off.       
Being in lockdown I could spend a lot of my time watching and filming all this happen. 
Coffee, tea, cakes and biscuits were plentiful all sitting 2metres apart in the garden. Chatting 
with Carl he explained some of the process and told me some of the names used to this very day. 
 
The work begins and a section of the roof is stripped to near the timbers leaving some of the old 
thatch to build on. This is messy work and the thatcher sometimes wears a mask which pushes 
air through, however on the hot days we have had it can be a problem. Once a section is ready 
the new wheat is built up at a constant height with a slant on the side to accommodate the next 
section (so you don’t see the join). After wheat reed, spars are the most important component in 
English thatched roofs. They are used like large ‘staples’ to secure the layers of reed to the roof. 
Spars are usually made from Hazel or Willow, which grows commonly in England. Willow is 
the most commonly used as it is more resistant to woodworm. Probably because of the bark 
contains Salicin, a compound similar to Aspirin.  Carl is using Hazel staples on our roof. 
They are just over 2 ft. long and are split and twisted to be used on the roof, always put in to 
point down to assist the rain away from the reed. They are now known as ‘Gads’. Metal rods are 
also used to strengthen it.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  11th May and it is growing 
 
Moving along to the next section finds a few 
problems with roof timbers which Callum soon 
fixes. The small window reminds me of the awful 
pictures of the Royal Clarence Hotel fire. Luckily ours could be fixed quickly.  



Bill has been helping Carl; if there was an NVQ for the job he 
would have passed the first level. 
That is :   getting a feel for the wheat reed, butting down the 
bundles and trimming them and then watering up ready for 
use.  Doing all the ground work and pitching the bundles up to 
Carl. Also one of the most important tasks, cleaning up the old 
roof reed and all the mess before the next day.  
It is a 5-6 year apprenticeship.  
I think Bill may have left it a bit late to start!! 
 
The roof is growing well and looks amazing, like gold in the 
sunshine. Carl has started the ridge and to do that he makes 
ridge rolls of reed tied to a fair length to build up the ridge the 
first ridge roll reached between the chimneys, ready for the 

final push. 
Next is to finish the ridge with the Ligers and Kissing Spars. Now the first section between 
the chimneys is finished Carl can clean the wheat to make it even and sculpture round the 
window. This he does using a hedge trimmer. The first window has a square finish which 
now looks so much better than the shaggy look!  
 

 
Carl has moved on and we now have the second 
area being trimmed. 
There is more skill involved here as he has to 
take a skim off and leave the roof able to 
withstand all weathers.  
Note the second window, obviously in lockdown 
waiting for a haircut. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday May 26th  
 

More to come if you are interested. 



Seagulls are scavenging birds as everyone knows. 
 

They now have had their food source taken away as very few people are around in Sidmouth town, 
and with cafes and restaurants closed for easy pickings they are being left high and dry finding 

food. 
 

This is my take on Sydney the seagull who is lost and forlorn in his home town. 
 
 

My name is a Sydney seagull 
And Sidmouth is my home  
My mates have all vacated 

As hardly a human can be found. 
 

I am feeling so flipping hungry 
As I swoop up and down the beach 
Just a couple of exercise bods there 

So no tit bits for me to reach. 
 

                                           Perhaps I shall fly over to the Ham 
                                           Where the great festival takes place 

                                         Alas, no people seem to be there 
                                             So no goodies now being fed into their face. 

 
                                             I’ll head up to Connaught gardens 

                                         As a lovely cafe is up there 
                                           I perch Upton the wall to observe 
                                           But not one person is on a chair. 

 
                                        My next stop is the Harbour Hotel 

                                     A flight just across the road 
                                         No food spilling out of the bins outside 

                                       As the hotel now seems to be closed. 
 

                                      Just where have all the people gone? 
                                    Help, for my body is getting thinner 

                                      I was rather partial to an ice cream cone 
                                       And nicking a tasty pasty for my dinner. 

 
                                   So where have all my mates gone? 

                                   Have they gone to rubbish tips inland? 
                                   Or are they following boats out at sea? 

                                    As fish I find non tasty and far too bland. 
 

                                     So please you humans come back home 
                                    I miss you Oh so much 

                                  Just the thought of no more ice cream cones 
                                    Is one worry far too much. 

 
                                    By Sue Trude,  (organist at Clyst St Lawrence Church)  



Photos of our socially distanced V.E day celebrations, with homemade sign.  

 Jane and Mike Marks.  



Weather Report – April 2020 

 

Much of April was fine and settled, though with some shorter spells that brought rain.  High 
pressure was located in the vicinity of the UK for much of the time, often to the north, and so 
easterly winds were a regular feature.  Less settled spells came from the 1st to 6th, the 11th to 
13th, and most notably a cyclonic spell from the 27th onwards.  Plenty of sunshine generally 
allowed daytime temperatures to rise well above normal on numerous days, whereas minimum 
temperatures were barely above normal and in fact northern and eastern Scotland had several late 
frosts.  Rainfall was well below normal quite widely, with only central southern counties of 
England having near-average rain totals.  Over England the mean temperature for April was 
provisionally 2.0 °C above the 1981-2010 long-term average, but the Aprils of 2007 and 2011 
were warmer. The mean maximum temperature was the 4th highest since records began in 1884, 
behind 1893, 2007 and 2011, whereas average night-time minima were closer to average. 
Rainfall was 48% of average, and many north-eastern parts had less than 20% of average, but the 
wet end raised rainfall totals close to normal in Central Southern England. It was the sunniest 
April since records began in 1929 by quite a wide margin, with over 150% of average in many 
places. Over South West England and South Wales as a whole, rainfall was well below average 
(1981-2010) at 55% and sunshine totals were above average at 137%. 
[Information in this paragraph was published by the Met Office].  

 

In Plymtree the dry spell that started in the middle of March continued for most of April. For the 

period 1st to the 26th there were only 3 rain days (24 hour period from 0900 to 0900 GMT the 

following day). In fact the rainfall attributed to the 16th and 17th actually all occurred on the 17th. 

The total rainfall I measured for the month was 30.8mm. The average (1981-2010) at 

Dunkeswell Airfield is 75.0mm. This means that we received only 41% of the Dunkeswell 

average. Most of the month’s rain fell during the last 4 days of the month. The total of 7.8mm for 

the first 26 days equates to only 10% of the Dunkeswell average. The wettest day of the month 

was the 30th with just 6.7mm. There were only 7 rain days (rainfall ≥ 1mm), which compares to 

an average of 11.0 days for Dunkeswell. The highest temperature I recorded during April was 

26.2°C on the 11th. The lowest temperature, -2.3°C was recorded on the 1st. This was one of only 

two air frosts during the month. The strongest wind recorded by Pete Draper at Normans Green 

was 34.2mph early on the morning of the 13th. 

Mike Ayles  



Blacksmiths Arms - Plymtree 
Take Out Menu – Order by Phone 277474 and Collect 

Available Summer 2020. Tuesday - Saturday 4pm – 8pm and Sunday 2pm 

– 6pm  
If you are self-isolating in Plymtree we will deliver outside your front door.  Please 

give as much notice as possible. Payment can be made by card over the phone. 

Pizzas Margherita - Cheese and Tomato £8.50    

12 inch Fungi – Mushrooms, Mozzarella & Oregano £9.50   

   Meat - Chicken and Chorizo £10.50 

Beef Burger in a bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50.  

  Options of Cheese and Bacon £1.00 

Vegan Burger in bap with Salad Garnish, Relish & Chips £8.50 

Fish and Chips with homemade Tartar Sauce £12.90 

Whole Tail Scampi and Chips with Tartar Sauce £9.90 

Steak and Ale Pie with Baked Potato or Chips £10.90 

Fish Pie with herb crust top and side of Chips or Salad £11.90 

Beef Lasagne with Salad Garnish, Chips or Garlic Bread £9.90 

Chicken, Bacon & Mayo Baguette with Salad Garnish and Chips £8.90 

Chicken Breast wrapped in bacon with Cheese Sauce, served with peas and 

new potatoes or Chips £10.90  

Meaty Ribs – Chef’s BBQ Sauce, Salad and Chips £11.90 

Rump Steak 10oz with Peas, Onion Rings, Mushrooms and Chips £13.90 

Mixed Grill with Peas, Onion Rings, Egg and Chips £16.00 

Hearty Salads Smoked Trout £10.90 or Caesar Salad (Chicken & Bacon) 

£11.90 with crusty bread 

Curry of the Week £10.90 

Extras – Garlic Bread £2.00, Cheesy Garlic Bread £2.50, Side Salad £2.00 

Chips - small £2.00 / large £3.50    

Sunday Roast £10.00 

Children Chicken Nuggets & Chips £5.90, Fish Fingers or Sausages & 

Chips £4.90 

Take out drinks and puddings also available. 

W/end Special see ext.board, web site www.blacksmithsplymtree.co.uk  

and facebook pages.  Please advise of any allergies at time of booking.    

http://www.blacksmithsplymtree.co.uk/


Bundle of joy! 
 
Cats Protection stopped everything the week before we all went into full lockdown.  Luckily we 
managed to home our last cat in care at the last possible moment.  This was great for him, as he 
wasn’t stuck in the cat pen, and for his new owners, who were able to have plenty of time to get to 
know him due to suddenly having to work from home. 
We’re so used to pens being emptied and quickly filled that the absolute stopping of all volunteer 
work was quite a shock.  Just a short while ago we were told emergency only cats could now be 
taken in and first to arrive was a beautiful tortoiseshell girl who was pregnant.  We didn’t want to 
leave her out there and then find we had feral kittens to deal with in a couple of months time.  A 
bit of food (and much needed worm treatment – don’t ask!) and she grew like Topsy – almost to 
the stage she couldn’t fit through the cat flap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After 6 days the kittens arrived and, as you can see, they are an absolute bundle of joy.  We have 
three little white girls who appear to be wearing hats so are named Hattie, Beanie and Fedora with 
black brother Stetson making up the gang.  We’re starting to look at virtual rehoming so hopefully 
by the time these little souls are ready for a new home we’ll know the ins and outs of the process. 
A couple of weeks later the most handsome young man arrived, having been left in a cardboard 
box at the vets.  Although they tried to help King it would have been more useful if we had some 
background information on him.  We have had to hold him for two weeks as a stray because we 
don’t have him handed over by an owner.  We’re only here to help and so whatever the 
circumstances no one should feel they can’t bring a cat to us.  He’s a lovely lad so hopefully will 
be our first distance-homed cat in the very near future. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopefully if you have been unable to work, or had 
to work in different ways to usual, you have been 
enjoying some time with your family and other ani-
mals.  Stay safe and cuddle a cat. 
Honiton Cats Protection – 01404 45241, 
www.cats.org.uk/honiton, find us on Facebook 
Heidi – 01884 277587 

http://www.cats.org.uk/honiton


It is hoped to print a diary for each month in the magazine.  Dates will be extracted from submitted articles.  Please let 
the magazine know if you would like any other entry.   
 
 

 
. 

June    Oh so quiet! 

Mon 1st   

Tues 2nd   

Wed 3rd   

Thurs 4th   

Fri 5th Recycling and rubbish collection 

Sat 6th   

Sun 7th   

Mon 8th Green waste collection 

Tues 9th   

Wed 10th   

Thurs 11th   

Fri 12th Recycling collection 

Sat 13th   

Sun 14th   

Mon 15th   

Tues 16th   

Wed 17th   

Thurs 18th   

Fri 19th Recycling collection 

Sat 20th   

Sun 21st   

Mon 22nd Green waste collection 

Tues 23rd   

Wed 24th   

Thurs 25th   

Fri 26th Recycling and rubbish collection 

Sat 27th   

Sun 28th   

Mon 29th   

Tues 30th   







katesaesignandarmvings.co. UR 
Applications for planning permission, listed building consent and building 

regulations. Design and/or drawings for extensions, new developments 

and renovations. 

01404 841 382 ka.tenicfzofson@frve.cmn 

MATHS TUITION 

KS2, transition to secondary, 
KS3, KS4, or aiming for the very 
highest grades at GCSE ... 

If you think that your child 
(or you yourself!) might benefit 
from extra tuition by an 
experienced specialist maths 
teacher, then please give me a 
call to discuss: 
telephone 01404 891959 
email rpw934@gmail.com 

Philip Watson, BA (Hons), PGCE 

CHR�STOPHER
I

PIP1ER WINES 
West Country Wine Merchants 

Buy 12 mixed bottles and receive 5% off 

your first order free local delivery. 

1 Silver Street/ Qttery St Mary, EX11 1DB 

T: 01404 814139 www.christop.herpiperwines.co.uk 





REMEDIAL MASSAGE 

Marianne Gutierrez MFHT 

Remedial Massage assesses the muscles which are 
causing the pain. 

Uses massage, massage techniques, mobilisation 
techniques and stretches to reduce the pain. 

Marianne is also qualified in exercise and uses 
stretches and exercise to help realign the body, 
including assessing whether arch supports are 

required. 
She also advises supplements and nutrition to help 

the muscles function better. 

01884 277 100 

gutierrez.marianne@gmail.com 
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• Planning & advice

• Extensions & renovations

• General building work & maintenance

Tel/Fax: 01884 277218 

Mobile: 07739 562077 
Email: aclarke500@btinternet.com 

S. H. DANJ.EL 
Electrical lns!allation Contracting 

ELECTRICAL CONTRAc.t-= E■c 

MALHAM HOUSE, 

AWLISCOMBE, HONITON 

Telephone 01404 841659 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

SOFT FURNISHINGS 

Made to measure loose covers 
Chairs re-upholstered 

Curtains made up and fitted 

A bespoke service, with advice on 
selection and sourcing of fabrics 

Theresa 

theresamaunder12@gmail.com 
Serving the Tiverton, Honiton and Exeter area since 1982 












