
DEVON & CORNWALL POLICE | NOVEMBER 2021 

RURAL EAST DEVON POLICE RURAL AFFAIRS NEWSLETTER 

 OPERATION SHOGUN 

In September, members of the Rural East Devon Neighbourhood Team worked alongside Avon & Somerset Police & Dorset 

Police as part of the cross border operation to tackle rural crime. ‘Op Shogun’ takes place numerous times throughout the 

year and allows the neighbouring forces to work closely together to target those who commit rural crime between the three 

counties. The operation gives officers dedicated time to increase high-visibility patrols and engage with our rural communities 

and target rural acquisitive crime. In the past year, Operation Shogun has resulted in a number of stops of both suspicious per-

sons and vehicles resulting in arrests and vehicle seizures, as well as building our intelligence picture on rural crime.   

POACHING 

The monthly theme from our rural affairs team for November is Poaching. Poaching is the kill-

ing or taking of wild birds, mammals or fish without legal right or consent from the landowner. 

Poaching wild animals is a crime and can have a significant impact on protected species and 

conservation. It is often under reported and can be linked to organised crime groups.  

Poaching can be reduced with simple crime prevention measures. Land owners, rural business-

es and members of the public should be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Po-

lice, noting any vehicle details, descriptions and an accurate location.  

How can you prevent this?  

• Landowners and managers, where possible, should secure gates and block unused 

entrances.  

• Do not accept game from non-reputable sources, be aware of unhygienic and unsafe meat entering the food chain.  

• Be visible—consider the use of electronic surveillance such as trail cams and the use of signs showing the area is privately 

patrolled or monitored.  

• If you see or are aware of poachers on any land, notify the Police using 999.  

• If you are able to offer information relating to poaching, please report this to 101 or anonymously to Crimestoppers.  

RURAL ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR: ABANDONED VEHICLES 

Not only are abandoned vehicles expensive to remove,  they can have a negative impact 

on the environment and be a danger to others. Vehicles involved in criminal activities 

are often abandoned once the crime has been committed. When reporting an aban-

doned vehicle, take note of the vehicle make model and colour, the vehicle registration 

if known, the condition the vehicle is in, the location and how long the vehicle has been 

abandoned for.   

Abandoned vehicles should be reported to your local authority, however if there has 

been any suspicious activity around the vehicle, you can report it to the Police via 101.  

 

 



 

TRACTOR GPS THEFT  

The Southwest has seen an increase in the number of reported GPS thefts recently, where systems 
have been stolen when left on unattended machinery. This is often committed by Organised Crime 
Groups. The theft of GPS systems is a major concern for famers; the equipment is costly to replace and 
can disrupt day to day farming operations. Here are some tips to protect tractor GPS systems from 
theft:  

• Remove GPS kit when possible from tractors and other machinery and store it securely when 
not in use.  

• When in use, consider fitting security tethers or brackets to make them harder to remove. 

• Keep tractors and combines with GPS fitted stored out of sight when possible.  

• Activate PIN security on GPS kit with your own unique number.  

• If your system is not PIN enabled, mark your postcode in multiple locations to deter thieves and 
to help trace your property back to you. Photograph all your equipment.  

• Consider buying intruder alarms; a small investment can protect thousands of pounds worth of 
machinery! 

Report all suspicious activity such as drones flying over farms, vehicles visiting that are not known to 

If you would like a visit or advice regarding Farm Security or to discuss any other rural 
crime issues, please contact PCSO 30017 Darren  

ENGLAND via email: 30017@dc.police.uk 

 

EQUINE CRIME  

How can you prevent it?  

- Ensure your property and equip-

ment are secure - consider the use 

of CCTV, lighting and security.  

 - Keep a record of serial numbers, 

photograph animals and equipment 

showing identity and unique fea-

tures.  

- Ensure all equipment and transport 

is marked and registered. 

- Ensure your horse is registered - 

horse passports are a legal require-

ment. 

- Be visible on the road whilst riding.  

- If you encounter animals whilst 

driving, pass slow and wide. 

Join Horse Watch and stay  

informed. 

 

FOLLOW US! 

Twitter:  

@EastDevonPolice 

@DCPoliceRural_D 

Facebook: 

Rural East Devon Police 

 

FLY-TIPPING 
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The Farm Community Network: 0300 0111 999     RABI: 0808 2819 490 

Fly tipping refers to the illegal deposit of any waste onto land, or any waste dumped or tipped onto a 

site with no licence to accept waste.  Local authorities are responsible for investigating, clearing and 

taking appropriate enforcement action in relation to small scale fly tipping on public land. In England, 

the Environmental Agency are responsible for dealing with larger scale fly-tipping, hazardous waste 

and fly-tipping by organised gangs.  

How can you prevent fly-tipping?  

• Keep areas tidy and clear waste to discourage waste being added.  Remove fly-tipped waste quickly 

so others do not add to it.  

• Improve visibility and lighting. Consider the use of signage and CCTV.  

• Landowners, where possible, should restrict access using gates or physical barriers and block unused 

entrances.   

What to do if you see fly-tipping? 

• Take note of the time and date of the incident and obtain a description of those dumping waste  and 

any vehicles involved including registration numbers 

• Provide a description of the waste dumps.  

• Obtain photographs but ONLY if is safe to do so.  

Do not look through the waste as it may be hazardous and contain sharp objects. Council staff will carry out 
a thorough examination as part of their investigation.  


